OFFICIAL!
VAT. It’s back up to 17.5%. From |
Jan 2010

On 26 November we received official notification from HM Revenue
& Customs that the standard rate of VAT will revert to |7.5% (as it
was until late 2008) as from | January 2010.

What do you need to do?

Ordering by Internet. If you normally order from us by Internet, you
need do nothing. The VAT rate will be changed on our system and the
correct amount charged automatically.

Ordering by Telephone. We will charge the revised prices for the items
you order as from | January.

Ordering by Mail with cheque or Postal order. If you have one of our
Descriptive Price Lists, send us a Stamped, Self-Addressed Envelope
and we will send you a revised Price Code List. If you do not have a
Descriptive Price List, please ring us first to check prices.

Descriptive Price Lists for each scale product range will be available,
complete with revised price code lists, from our return to work after
New Year.

If you are sending anything
to Fox by mail:

| It should include your name and full postal address and, preferably,
a telephone number on which we can reach you.

2:The packet or envelope must carry the correct postage

WE DO NOT ACCEPT ANY MAIL ON WHICH ROYAL MAIL HAVE
IMPOSED A SURCHARGE BECAUSE THE ITEM BEARS INSUFFICIENT
OR NO POSTAGE STAMPS,

We are not prepared to pay Royal Mail for any more envelopes
containing waste paper.

3:If you are returning goods for exchange, include a note explaining
the circumstances - we cannot necessarily remember the minute
details of telephone conversations from days, weeks or months previously.

4: Please return any goods in resaleable condition ie NOT creased or
folded

VERIFIED BY VISA &
MASTERCARD SECURECODE

At Fox Transfers we are very aware of Card Security and have taken
all steps to make our shopping facility a safe environment for our
customers. RBS WorldPay, who handle our online payments, have now
implemented the MasterCard Securecode and Verified by Visa systems.
All online transactions will eventually have to pass these security
systems and many people already have cards that have to be processed
by these methods.

As a result of these new security measures, some of our customers
are experiencing problems processing orders online. If you are directed
to a blank page after you have entered your card details, or if you
DO NOT receive an email from RBS WorldPay to confirm your payment
has been made, you will need to ring us with your card details so that
we can process the transaction manually.

It would also be advisable for you to contact your card issuer to let
them know about any transaction issues as they will then be able to
monitor any problems and therefore correct any glitches.

Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause - but Card Security does
come first.

On our secure website you’ll find around 16,000

items we made earlier. How’s that for 15,999-
upmanship?
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Like the Windmill,
we never closed.
Well, thus far, anyway

Unlike some parts of the country, the Devil's Dandruff chose not to
dump itself on our hilltop hideaway in the relatively large doses which
we had been expecting after the doom-laden weather forecasts. Until
now.

As we progress into the second full week after New Year, we are being
treated to ever-larger doses of The White Stuff.

To date, our service has been undffected - more or less - although Yours
Truly did cause a rattling of the Parish Church bells when posterier met
pavement during a pedestrian stumble to the Post Office.

Although The White Stuff does add a new attractive dimension to one’s
every day surroundings, our inability to take in our stride what is in this
country an infrequent occurence is incredibly frustrating, not least of all
when you are trying to run a business and earn a living.

Talk to Canadians about snow and ice - they experience these conditions
times a factor of 4 or 5 every year - and they will tell you how they just
have to be prepared to live successfully through such ardours for the
better part of half the year. Every year!

School’s Out!

To complement our Southern Railway/British Railways Southern Region
Schools Class specific locomotive lining sets, we have just completed
the BR format hand-finished, fine-etched brass nameplate sets (with
stainless steel smokebox plates) each of which comes with a red
background and anti-tarnish treatment. Each set retails at £10.15

We shall in due course be producing the Southern Railway - format
sets which will include the oval cabside numberplates.

Hello, Sailor!

Southern dficianados are well served right now. We have also completed
the Lord Nelson Class plates, also in British Railways format. Prices for
these are also £10.15 per set and specifications are similar to those
for the Schools Class. Full details are on our website and in our Steam
Locomotive Nameplate List. We are then progressing onto Jubilee, Patriot
and Royal Scot Classes of plate and are anticipating completion of
these during 2010.

We don’t like to blow our own
trumpet, so.....

Hi - this is just a quick note to say thank you for the quick service that
you deliver. | would recommend you to anyone. Thanks

| would like to put on record that | am very impressed with the
unbelievably quick turnround of my order (received in less than 24 hours
from ordering) and also with the high quadlity of the products and your
website.

With best wishes

It's nice to know that there is a good service provider still around.
Phoned you Tuesday morning 10.30am. Spoke to a charming young
lady who was most helpful in placing an order for transfers. Goods were
delivered at 10.15 today, Wednesday. Exactly what | wanted.

Once again thank you for the excellent service

Regards (Runcorn)

“Website very straightforward and clear”
We're pleased to say that it works for most of our customers!

“Just like to say thanks for the great service and quadlity

products, received them today”
It is our intention to despatch all orders as rapidly as possible. We cannot despatch on
same day if post already on its way. Or at weekends.

“Thank you very much. My order arrived within 24 hours

and | am very pleased with service of this standard!”

Well over 90% of the orders we receive are despatched by First Class Mail (or Airmail
to overseas customers) within 24 hours of receipt. In instances where we have to paint
another batch of nameplates in order to fulfill requirements, this normally delays despatch
by 2 or 3 days.

To Absent Friends

Since we started making transfers in the mid-1980s, and especially
whilst we were ‘on the road’ with the Fox roadshow attending many
exhibitions across the country, we met a huge number of people and
we were privileged to become friends with a goodly proportion.

This year, we have lost three of those friends.

Just after we published his kind comments on our transfers in FoxTails
31, we lost

Cyril Freezer, one-time editor of ‘Railway Modeller' and surely one of
those leading stalwarts who has helped to make British railway modelling
what it is today. Whether or not we all redlise it, he is owed a debt of
gratitude.

Fred Johnson from Stoke-on-Trent was a big man with a small passion
- he was an ‘N-Gauge’ modeller. One of life’s willing helpers, he was
always there to give aid and assistance to those who had a need. Even
to the extent of being ‘Coffee Monitor' to the beleagured Fox Transfers
folk at numerous exhibitions, as my wife well recalls.

Last but by no means least, in spite of his vertically challenged status,
was Jimmy Carlin from Liverpool. In a railway career lasting almost fifty
years and bridging the transition from steam, to diesel traction, he must
have been a riot on the footplate with his seemingly bottomless pot
of jokes. He certainly entertained the Foxy folk over twenty years of
meeting the public.

God bless them all.

From the Editorial Executive Suite

Please accept my apologies for the delayed appearance of this issue
of FoxTails - it was supposed to have emerged at the beginning of
December rather than hard up the throat of Christmas Eve.A combination
of mental exhaustion, domestic duties, creative famine, lack of prioritization,
backroom overload and sheer blithering ineptitude resulted in this press
faux-pas. Perhaps | should wish you all a Happy Easter, just in case?

New! Listings of our 4mm/00
Etched Plate Products : Ready soon!

‘Not before time'we hear you say. Well, yes, it has been a few years
since our last list was published. But then, in our defence, we are a small
team and we do have to first produce the items before we can compile
lists.

And things have moved on. We shall be publishing the lists hopefully
in late January or early February, and this time we have split them into
two : one for Steam Locomotives (with ancillary items); the other is for
Diesel & Electric Locomotives. Inevitably in terms of railway eras, there
will be an element of overlap - 10000 and 10001, the LMS black
twins, entered service in 1947 and | 948 respectively and some two
decades before the end of mainline steam haulage. Similarly the
Woodhead Electrics and the Class 40s (some of which were named,
of course) had long been in traffic when the demise of steam occurred.

At the time of writing this in mid-December; the steam listing comprises
thirty-four A4 pages - the diesel and electric twenty-eight - compared
with our previous combined volume which added up to 34 pages.
Because of the schizophrenic naming policy adopted for several classes
of diesel electric locos, we have also included an alphabetical listing to
facilitate our customers finding their desired plate.

The lists give a total of around 10,000 nameplates, numberplates and
ancillary items. Even before we complete these editions, we know that
we shall have to update them in the future.

Saturday Service 01530 242801

Most Saturdays throughout the year we are
available to provide a telephone sales and enquiry

service between | lam and 6pm.This additional
service is only available on the above number
between the specified times. So:

Saturdays, | lam-6pm 01530 242801




And Here’s One Keith Renovated
Earlier.
Yes.You Too Can Work Wonders.

A LIFETIME'S OBSESSION WITHTHE ICONIC
GRESLEY A4.

One of my earliest memories as a child was being thrilled that my
Father had purchased for me a Hornby Dublo Train set. The year was
1938 and it soon became apparent that this wondrous Sir Nigel
Gresley was not really for me to play with but merely for me to observe,
as my Father put the Loco, tender and 2 carriages through their paces.
| understand now that this train set was not really a toy but a 76:1
ratio engineered model. That model has stayed with me to this day and
when | retired in 1999 | decided that | would endeavour to replace
some broken wheels and generally get it back in working order. That

and the internet opened a lot of doors to me. | found that you could
purchase really old wrecks that were really well past their best. | decided
to try my hand at refurbishing these old wrecks, not for some monetary
gain but to put them back in circulation for other people to enjoy. |
found Ron Wills who supplied many missing parts, Allister Hughes who
supplies Neo magnets and who spent a lot of time explaining the
secrets of the electro-mechanical | 2v DC motor, Tony Winzar who is
well known as a vintage-toy painter/restorer who imparted a lot of his
experience and knowledge, and Fox Transfers. On the basis that at my
age | will never learn it all | decided to concentrate on my first love -
the Gresley A4. | found at Fox that all 35 Gresley A4s liveries regardless
of age or owners, transfer decals and etched plates are obtainable. The
photo shows a | 949 BR Blue DOMINION OF CANADA. On the stocks
at the moment are two pre-war A4s with added valances which will
be UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA and EMPIRE OF INDIA.

Keith Harratt HRCA 7826.

keitella@btinternet.com

4mm/00

7.25 Inch scale



Tales from a
Country Lane

As regular readers will be aware,

The Markfield Walker daily beats

a now well-worn path between

home and printing works as part

of a rehabilitation programme

following a heart attack early in 2007.

This year has seen him notch up close

on 500 miles to date, few of which have
been without interest or incident.

So Much For Reducing Carbon Footprints. Unless I'm much
mistaken, the traffic on Hill Lane has been steadily increasing over the
year, notably, irresponsibly high-speed Audi, BMW and Mercedes ‘executive’
vehicles - | fully expect to see some actually leave the road on one or
more humps that grace this highway - and usually more sedentary
geriatric couples in a range of Eastern motorised roller-skates, the
females of the couples invariably wearing a Giles ‘Granny’ expression.

The Funny Bunnies of Hill Hole. Until the days shortened and |
was leaving work during the hours of darkness, | returned home via Long
Route No |.7To the right, after leaving our small industrial estate, there
is a field of rough pasture stretching most of the way down to the M|
motorway, and bordered by high hedgerows of hawthorn - very picturesque
when in flower. I'd noticed for some time that this field was home to
what appeared to be two or three families of rabbits who obviously
preferred to take high tea at around 6pm, grazing contentedly at various
locations some hundred yards distant. When | appeared along the lane
each day, they would almost as one make a bee-line for the highest
portion of hedge, and disappear. This bemused me for, almost without
exception, my appearance each day was preceded by one or more of
the previously-mentioned executive vehicles racing along the lane. The
elapsed time between the race-vehicles and my appearance was too
short for the rabbits to have disappeared into the hedge, judged the
danger was past, and have reappeared in various parts of the field.

Obviously | was perceived to be the greater threat. And then | began
to notice the distant sounds of shotguns at sunset..

Sublime Skies & Serene Sunsets. | do derive great pleasure from
our skies. Dawn, daytime or sunset we are blessed with an ever-changing
panorama of sheer, unsurpassed beauty.

When I'm not taking photographs of railway subjects, my lens is often
to be found pointing skywards to capture another unique cloud formation.
After some months of communing with nature in my daily perambulations,
| thought | might have the makings of a local weather expert. Not so!

Markfield, sitting atop quite a prominent hill as it does, enjoys its own
micro-climate. Some years ago towards the end of February, we set off
on our annual pilgrimage to exhibit at the Glasgow show. We awoke
early to find Markfield under a carpet of two or three inches of snow.
As we completed our preparations for departure, more of the white stuff
fell. This was not a promising start to the 300+ mile journey, and we
ventured forth with a heavily-laden van and equally heavy hearts.
Trepidation was the order of the day. But - the show must go on! Despite
the grey above us.

We arrived at the M1, joined the carriageway and ventured forth under
leaden skies, slushing our way northwards.

By the time we reached Junction 23 for Loughborough - around 5 miles
from home - the motorway was dry, there wasn't a snowflake in sight
and the sky was sunny and blue.

| digress slightly. Just to end 2009 on an optimistic note, I've included
on page 6 a shot of a somewhat spectacular September dawn. | hope
it cheers you up. If you need it.

The Headboards shown at right
are new and revised items, all of

which come mounted on stainless
steel plates. See our new Etched
products Lists for the full range.

Headboards for Boat Trains :
The Story Continues

You will doubtless deduce, from the albeit monochrome illustrations, that
we have some news for you on the subject of train headboards. Our
current range has been increasingly popular for a number if years, and
we have already made several significant additions including the Golden
Arrow and boat train mini-ranges.

As research bears fruit and information on given items comes to hand,
we are always keen to include additions or make appropriate alterations
to existing products as soon as practicdl.

The examples shown are the products of just such additional information.
During the early part of the New Year, we shall be introducing smaller
sizes of the Cunarder and The Statesman circular headboards used on
the Southern Region of British Railways. The current, larger, boards were
used on ‘Lord Nelson’ class locos; the smaller ones - scaling to about
3ft 3in diameter - were used on the Bulleid Pacifics.

And TailBoards Too!

Going into production later in the year provided we can confirm the
colours utilised on each subject will be tailboards for the following express
services:

THE EAST ANGLIAN THE WEST RIDING LIMITED
THE YORKSHIRE PULLMAN HOOK CONTINENTAL

THE TALISMAN THE SILVER JUBILEE

THE ELIZABETHAN THE RED ROSE

THE QUEEN OF SCOTS THE CALEDONIAN

THE FLYING SCOTSMAN THE ROYAL SCOT
CORONATION BOURNEMOUTH BELLE
GOLDEN HIND

Watch this space!

Don’t forget our mini-range of
Golden Arrow subjects. Coming

soon : Golden Arrow coach boards.

\
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Coach Boards are a-coming!

Re-useable train name and destination
boards for British Railways steam and
early diesel era now in production

After an awfully long period of gestation, the first of the Fox series of
British Railways coach boards are beginning to reach fruition. We made
our first batch of stainless steelwork some time ago - that was the
relatively easy part of the operation. Despite the presence of several
specimens in the National Railway Museum and elsewhere, researching
the full range of these graphic items is not the easiest task we've taken
on - definitely not a 'read the book and do the job" armchair operation.

We are making the boards themselves out of stainless steel for more
than one reason. First, the gauge of metal more closely replicates the
board thickness (at 1:76 scale) and, as the boards are designed to be
moved from one coach to another, they should be sufficiently strong to
withstand this treatment. Second, they can be better painted in authentic
colours than with other material (each board actually carries three
substantial coats of enamel). This should give a better chance of
removing/replacing lettering as desired.

As there were literally hundreds and hundreds of different coach boards
- often several variants for the same route - we are having to be
extremely careful in originating the transfers. We cannot just take lists
of originating and destination stations and lump them together - we
do need photographs.And as many enthusiasts and manufacturers
alike are only too well aware, the vast majority of railway photographs
taken are front ‘three-quarter views, usually from the left-hand side, and
the coaches form nothing but an indefinable backdrop to the locomotive
focal point.

Inevitably with a subject as expansive as this, we foresee some future
compromises. Whilst initially we shall be making the blank boards
themselves in BR maroon, Southern Region green and Western Region
chocolate, the range of destination transfers will need to be restricted
if for no other reason than to keep the project viable commercially.

No, sorry, we cannot make special one-off sets of destinations. Our
production system for transfers just does not permit bespoke one-off
or low-quantity productions at a reasonable price. But we do put in a
plea for photographic references to enable us to present a fairly
comprehensive range.As things stand at the moment, the components

The Fox Everlasting lllustrated
Catalogues

Just a brief showing to give you an idea of what you can expect when
you buy any of our lllustrated Catalogues.

These represent many thousands of hours of work to enable modellers
to efficiently select the decals they require.

of the coach board project will be available as follows:

Unlettered, pre-coloured stainless steel boards, set of |6 to outfit 8
coaches; choice of Maroon, Green, Chocolate.

Standard Gill Sans Coach Board capital lettering alphabet in white :
already available : Pack FRH 4035/001. (A condensed version of this
alphabet will shortly be available to accommodate modellers who wish
to replicate both longer and multiple destinations - eg LONDON-
BIRMINGHAM-WOLVERHAMPTON.

Destination names in the Gill sans capitals referred-to above. Each
sheet will carry sixteen showings of one destination name plus dashes.
We will produce as many names as we feel is viable.

A separate series of GOLDEN ARROW and FLECHE D'OR (the French
equivalent) boards for mounting on Pullman coaches to enable modellers
to fully replicate Golden Arrow workings if used with our successful mini-
range of GA headboards, flag units and arrow insignia.




Alexandr :The Meerkat Hero
Simples! Eek!!

We had intended in any case to include a piece on the latest
sensation to tickle the nation’s funny-bone. Just as yours truly
was dotting the ts and crossing the is, a newscast suggested a
slight addition or two.

Harrods, that well-known convenience store for residents of
Knightsbridge, (that's in London, for all you provincial people)
bought 5,000 fluffy meerkat toys and proposed to retail them
at less than £20 each, according to ITN. The store was
subsequently inundated with enquiries for the cute kats, to
such an extent that they decided to auction some in aid

of children’s charities and give away the rest to deserving
cases. Unsurprisingly the charities were delighted - [TN

tell us that one auction realised £920 for one fluffy!

Certainly, despite some doubts about including it, our
last article on the meerkat ‘sensation” had obviously
met with the approval of several of our friends and
customers.

Alexandr - | hadn't realised that this species had
migrated to northern Europe - and his adventures
have been a highly effective antidote to this year's
traumas. The electronics episode, the sauna, just
the general concept are pure genius.Add the
television series ‘Meerkat Manor' and the front
cover feature on Radio Times and, who knows,
Alexandr could be the next Muffin the Mule.
Possibly not - the latter are only worth around
£90 in original packaging!

compare the meerkat.com.




