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Death of
a Queen

But the legend lives on

Late in the cold, dark evening of Remembrance Day 2008, a British
national icon of some four decades left her home port for the last
time, slipping from her berth at the Queen Elizabeth II Terminal before
silhouetting in a spectacular fireworks display off Southampton’s
Mayflower Park, and then moving serenely down into the Solent and
the inky blackness of the Atlantic.

The final departure of Queen Elizabeth 2 - QE2 to her friends right
from the early days - was a much remarked event. Southampton, its
waterfront and Southampton Water were populated by ferries and
pleasure craft loaded to the gunwales with well-wishers, fans...and
mourners. Many of these folk were armed with mobile phones,
vidcams, state-of-the-art cameras of all descriptions the better to
record this moment in history.

The media had had a field day, all day. The BBC’s local station broadcast
continuously from around dawn. And even sent a film crew on board
for her final voyage to Dubai and retirement. Along with the full
complement of passengers who had booked their passages some
seventeen months earlier in the record sell-out time of 36 minutes.

(At this juncture, if not before, I can hear you asking why we are
including this piece on an old ship when FoxTails is supposed to be
all about railway livery transfers and nameplates. There’s truth in that,
but don’t forget that we also make transfers for buses and other road
vehicles. And we try to include features on those as often as possible.
And we make transfers for ships....

The second reason is rather more personal. I’ve had a particular interest
in this ship ever since her conceptual drawings were made public back
in the mid-sixties. Living about as far from the sea as it is possible to
do so in the British Isles, and having had more than a full schedule
year on year, I never thought that I would have the opportunity of
seeing her in the flesh. In the summer of 2006 I was able to rectify
this when QE2 spent most of a day anchored off St Peter Port,
Guernsey, while we were there on holiday. Since then, I have increased
my reading about this superb British craft, and I assure you that it is
an absorbing saga. I felt that now might be an appropriate time to
share a little of this story with our readers. Unfortunately, we don’t yet
make any Cunard transfers. But we do make a sheet of Union Flags...)

Throughout history, mankind has constructed a prodigious series of
what we in the twenty first century choose to call ‘icons’. There was
the long-gone Pharos at Alexandria, its near-neighbours the Pyramids
(and Sphinx), the Parthenon in Athens, St Paul’s Cathedral, the Eiffel



Tower and so on. In transport terms, we in the United Kingdom have
been responsible for a host of icons - all within the last 170 years at
most. As the birthplace of the Industrial Revolution and the workshop
of the world for most of the nineteenth and a fair portion of the
twentieth centuries, we were responsible for the conception of the most
famous ships that ever plied the oceans.

Queen Elizabeth 2 earned her place in this maritime hall of fame.
When she was born in the 1960s - and a troubled birth it was - her
future was far from assured. Some pundits forecast that she wouldn’t
last six months; that she was outdated in purpose - built for a market
that no longer existed. Well, she proved them wrong. She outlived the
likes of ‘Norway’ (ex-’France’) and ‘United States’ and served Cunard
well and longer even than the ‘Queen Mary’ and ‘Queen Elizabeth’,
her illustrious predecessors whom she was built to replace. As the
longest-serving Cunarder to date - she almost managed four decades

under the Golden Lion Rampant - she has been
awarded accolades uncountable both by the
famous and the common man. Her sturdy but
stylish Clydeside construction has furnished her
with the muscle to withstand the worst that
the World’s oceans (especially the Atlantic) could
throw at her and which would have sent to
the bottom most other craft.

It will be interesting to discover whether QE2’s
new sisters under the Cunard flag - now alas
only a brand of an American conglomerate -
will be giving such sterling service in the decades
to come. I cannot see that they will be turning
heads in admiration as this old lady has
always done.

A very early shot of QE2, probably a Cunard house photo
judging from the noticeable sheen on her hull, she was most
likely undergoing her sea trials in Scottish waters prior to
sailing south in due course to be handed over to Cunard.
Certainly taken some time before the structures over the
front of the superstructure and aft of the bridge were added.

Now THAT is a funnel. You can forget your modern bird-cages
and stove-pipes. (Easily, thank you.) It’s designed. It’s stylish.
It’s Cunard. Pity the new Queens only carry stumpy versions
of this. If the Verrazano Narrows Bridge at the entrance to
New York Harbour had been built a few feet higher...



A Ship of Superlatives
The Most Beautiful Ship in the World?

•On her final arrival in Southampton on the morning of
11 November 2008, QE2 had sailed a total distance of
5,868, 673 nautical miles (6,748,974 statute miles) since
her launch in 1967. This is the greatest distance steamed
by any passenger liner, ever, and is equivalent to more than
271 times around the Equator, or 14 round trips to the
moon. The additional distance of her final voyage from
Southampton to Dubai would probably have added a further
5 or 6 thousand miles to the total.

•Her maximum speed was usually quoted as 32.5 knots
(37.375mph) but her service speed, especially in later years
when fuel oil had risen considerably in price, tended to be
restricted to 26-28 knots. What relatively few people know
is that QE2 could sail astern (that’s backwards to you land-
lubbers) faster than most ships can sail forwards. On one
occasion in the English Channel, she achieved 20 knots
astern!

•Her longest non-stop voyage occurred during the Falklands
War in 1982 when she steamed 6,976 nautical miles from
South Georgia to Southampton carrying the survivors from
HM Ships Ardent, Antelope and Coventry.

•As built, QE2 had drive-on/drive-off facilities for 80 cars,
and this total complement could be loaded and stowed in
2 hours using specially-designed lifts.

•When she was converted from steam to diesel electric
power in the winter of 1986/7, her controversial funnel was
hoisted and thousands of tons of redundant machinery was
removed through the hole thus created. Her replacement
motive power was fitted after assembly and testing by being
lowered through that same cavity. Apart from all the auxiliary
plant and equipment, it consisted of nine diesel engines,
each the size of a double decker bus. Before she re-entered
service, QE2 was fitted with a new funnel, a bolder and
more impressive structure than the original. According to
rumour, this is to be removed as she is converted into a
static hotel and visitor centre in Dubai and replaced by a
glazed penthouse structure, presumably in a similar style.

New Colours!
RailMatch Range Extension
RailMatch have just introduced some new shades: two for modern
image locos, one for the British Railways steam era, plus a Grey Etch
Primer in Aerosol form for all of you metal kit-bashers.

DB Schenker Red and DB Schenker Grey are for Class 59 and 66 locos
of the EWS fleet which was taken over last year by the German group.
Both shades are available in both enamel and acrylic types in 15ml
and 18ml containers respectively.

RM275 DB Schenker Red, enamel, 15ml £2.49
RM276 DB Schenker Grey, enamel, 15ml £2.49
RM2275 DB Schenker Red, acrylic, 18ml £2.49
RM2276 DB Schenker Grey, acrylic, 18ml £2.49

For modellers of the later British Railways steam era freight scene, the
new shade of darker bauxite is now available. Suitable for vans, wagons
and some containers, not to mention brake vans, this shade will be
invaluable on the stock shades shelf in your workshop.

Available in enamel and acrylic types

RM236 BR Late Dark Freight Bauxite, enamel, 15ml £2.49
RM2236 BR Late Dark Freight Bauxite, acrylic, 18ml £2.49

Finally, RailMatch Grey Etch Primer is now available in aerosol:

RM1503 Grey Etch Primer Aerosol, 150ml, £5.85

Supplies of all these new products will shortly be available from Fox,
and full ordering details will be added to our secure website
www.fox-transfers.co.uk

(We hope to be able to offer DB Schenker transfers as soon as possible.)

Please note that RailMatch have discontinued the aerosol version of
EWS Yellow (RM1256) and our stocks have now sold out. The jar version
- RM256 - is still available.

Green, Green, It’s Green They Say,
On The Far Side Of The Hill
What shade of green should I paint my 1950s/1960s DMU? It’s a
frequent question from customers at Fox Manor. And I can really only
give a definitive answer about two types of DMU in one particular area.

I travelled on the original Derby Lightweights in the north-west. Daily
during term-time. Actually twice daily (I used to go home on them, too!)
On the MB&M line from Woodley to Macclesfield Central, from September
1957 through to June 1965, sometimes travelling on three different
Derby Lighweight trains. And all, without exception, were painted in the
darker shade of multiple green.

So from that point of view, the claim that the lighter shade was the
‘earlier’ shade, and the darker shade came later, is entirely bogus. But
during the same period, many of the BRCW units servicing the lower
line between Manchester London Road (Piccadilly from 1960) and
Macclesfield Central carried the lighter, almost Malachite green livery.

As ever, research needs to be carried out by the modeller. Generally, this
should be relatively easy as there are now quite a large number of
illustrations in the public domain, both in
books and on the Internet (so I am told)
and there’s not usually too much
of a problem defining whether
a unit is painted in
the dark green
or the brighter
shade.

On 11 November 2008 QE2 sailed east for her new home as
a static hotel and visitor centre in Dubai. No longer will her
classic lines grace the World’s ports and shipping routes and
we are now left with the modern sea-borne blocks of flats
and gin palaces!



Gauge One
Range Extension
Our latest ‘New Waterslide’ transfer productions cover quite a wide range
of both time and vehicle types - from the 1920s through to the present
day and covering vehicles as diverse as LNER locos, Transition Era diesel
multiple units and shunters. Not to mention Great Western Railway ‘B-
Sets’ and Auto-Trailers.

The latter come as four different sets, as listed below, covering both
Period 1 (from Grouping to the mid-1930s) with the multi-colour twin-
shield London and Bristol crests, and the austerity Period 2 (mid-1930s
into the years of World War 2) with the ‘shirtbutton’ roundels.

For London North Eastern aficianados, we have printed the plain yellow
lettering and numbering for locos which, whilst not being especially
common in prototype useage, does fill a gap in the livery roster. If you
are a particular follower of the British Railways transition era of the
1950s and early 1960s, our Green DMU cats whiskers should help
with the livery creation, especially using the numbering and crests
introduced several years ago. We have produced the variants for the
original Derby Lightweights and the MetCam 101s, the Pressed Steel,
Cravens, Gloucester RC&W and Swindons, and most come with the
optional black outlinings which in the prototype form matched the
regional lettering prefixes and running numbering.

Also for this era, we’ve run the coach brandings and small details for
Mk1 BR stock, also in straw (pale cream).

Finally, for most if not all classes of diesel shunters which carried them,
a set of black chevron striping to go on the cab and engine compartment
ends, complete with separate wrap-around ‘bars’ for the latter. The
2mm/N. 4mm/00 and 7mm/0 versions of this sheet have proved to be
enormously popular with modellers over the last 10-15 years. When
applying these decals, we do recommend that no small three-dimensional
details are fitted to the loco until you have firstly applied all the primer
and appropriate shade of yellow paint, allowed these to dry thoroughly
and then added the decals. It’s much easier this way!

FRH 10012/20/1 Coach Brandings in straw inc RESTAURANT CAR,
KITCHEN CAR, DINING CAR, GRIDDLE, CAFETERIA, BUFFET, PARCELS
SERVICE plus small brandings for Kitchen and Guard £20.49

FRH 10012/20/2 Small detailing including LOAD DISTRIBUTED and
tonnage for BG, BSO, BFK/BS, BCK and BSK, First Class 1s, Kitchen,
Guard in straw £5.86

FRH 10012/20/3 C1 Restriction and Emergency Lighting Point in white

FRH 10015 Pressed Steel DMU Cats Whiskers in straw with optional
black lining £9.52

FRH 10015/5 Met Cam DMU Cats Whiskers & Lining, 2 Cars £9.76

FRH 10016 Cravens DMU Cats Whiskers in straw with optional black
outlining £9.52

FRH 10016/5 Swindon Class 120/126 InterCity DMU Cats Whiskers
& Lining for 2 Cars £9.27

FRH 10017 Original Derby Lightweight DMU Cats Whiskers in straw
with optional black outlining £9.52

FRH 10018 Gloucester R C & W DMU Cats Whiskers in straw with
optional black outlining £9.52

FRH 10111 Auto Coaches Period 1. GWR lettering, coach numbers
and Luggage branding. Includes 1 pair twin shield crests £15.71

FRH 10111/5 Auto Coaches Period 2. GWR shirtbutton, coach numbers
and Luggage branding. £12.64

FRH 10112 B Set Period 1. GWR lettering, coach numbers and
Luggage, First & Third branding. Inc 2 pairs twin shield crests £15.71

FRH 10112/5 B Set Period 2. GWR shirtbutton, coach numbers and
Luggage, First & Third branding. £12.64

FRH 10301/1 LNER plain yellow loco lettering and numbering.
(Later style : Lettering is same height as numbering, and is appropriate
for the pre-war, wartime and post-war periods.) £8.98

FRH 10301/2 Matching Bufferbeam ‘No’ Lettering & Numbering in
yellow for FRH 10301/1 £5.86

F 10303 Shunter Chevrons £15.71

Royal Mail Price Increases
Monday 6 April 2009
This Year’s Royal Mail Increases
As we’ve said before, you - and we - now have to pay for thickness and
size as well as weight.

This month’s largely unheralded increases in Royal Mail charges have
added a not insignificant cost burden to our operation.

Whilst the First Class Letter up to 100g weight has increased from 36p
to 39p (approximately 8.4%), the comparable First Class Large Letter
rate has increased from 52p to 61p - around 17.5%. The packet rate
goes up from £1.14 to £1.28.

In view of some of the (relatively few, thank goodness) comments we
received in the months after the last Royal Mail price increases in 2008,
we felt we ought to inform you of the latest round.

The examples quoted, as we said are for First Class Mail, and are the
first weights in each of the Letter, Large Letter and Packet groups, into
which categories most of our mail to you falls. In addition, of course, we
have to contend with the costs of packaging materials, labour costs
and VAT on the total. We hope you will understand if, in the near future,
we have to increase especially the higher postage and packing rates.

So, I do not apologise for repeating what I said in FoxTails 30:

Please ensure you affix the correct stamps to your post.
We are not at all keen on paying Royal Mail penalty
charges in addition to underpayments.

The Television Commercial
of The Decade?
For pure entertainment value alone, this just has to be the ‘Compare
the Market.com’ ads which have been running since January. The ones
featuring the meerkats - ‘Compare the Meerkat.com’ - which has the
chuckle factor in a big way for me. Could this be a case of ‘small things
amuse small minds’? If so, then I hold up my hands.

Suffice to say, I shall remember the name, which is the very least a
commercial is supposed to do. Whether or not I become a customer
is entirely another thing. Dot Com.

Pots
And Kettles.
Our Man in Wessex rang the other morning. Not a particularly unusual
occurrence. But during the course of conversation, primarily on the
subject of the unfortunate transposition of the reference numbers of
a couple of our Southern Railway locomotive lettering and numbering
sheets, he had the temerity to suggest that this was the sort of
idiosyncracy to be expected from Fox Transfers.

This from a gentleman who at least had the good grace to admit that
he was in the process of drying out having just fallen into his fishpond!

Saturday Service
01530 242801
Most Saturdays throughout the year
we are available to provide a telephone
sales and enquiry service between 11am
and 6pm. This additional service is only
available on the above number between
the specified times. So:
Saturdays, 11am-6pm
01530 242801



On our secure website you’ll find around 15,000 items
we made earlier. How’s that for 14,999-upmanship?

Castle Class
Nameplates in 4mm/00
First Examples Now Available
Our first tranche of Castle Class locomotive
nameplate sets are now etched, and we are in
the process of hand-painting initial examples.
Each set will come with a pair of nameplates
and a pair of cabside numberplates (we stress
that because you’d be surprised how many
people ask us if our prices include one plate
or a pair) in fine-etched, hand-painted brass
for the Great Western Railway formats, and
with the addition of a stainless steel smokebox
numberplate for the British Railways formats.

In each format, two colourways are available :
the ‘1’ colourways provide the plates with brass
lettering, numbering and beading; the ‘2’
colourways provide the above with green plinths
to the nameplates instead of black.

Prices are generally as follows, though there are
exceptions, as occasioned by the design and/or
embellishments of the originals:

GW1 : £9.52 GW2 : £11.47
BR1 : £11.47 BR2 : £13.47

All these are on our website for secure online
ordering and will of course appear in our Steam
Loco Nameplate Catalogue when it is published.

FEP 5039 RHUDDLAN CASTLE
FEP 5041 TIVERTON CASTLE
FEP 5042 WINCHESTER CASTLE
FEP 5043 BARBURY CASTLE (5095)
FEP 5044 BEVERSTON CASTLE (5068)
FEP 5045 BRIDGWATER CASTLE (5096)
FEP 5046 CLIFFORD CASTLE (5071)(5098)
FEP 5047 COMPTON CASTLE (5072)(5099)
FEP 5048 CRANBROOK CASTLE 

(5073)(7030)
FEP 5050 DEVIZES CASTLE (5075)(7002)
FEP 5051 DRYSLLWYN CASTLE (5076)(7018)

FEP 5052 EASTNOR CASTLE (5077)(7004)
FEP 5053 BISHOP'S CASTLE (5064)
FEP 5054 LAMPHEY CASTLE (5078)(7005)
FEP 5055 LYDFORD CASTLE (5079)(7006)
FEP 5058 NEWPORT CASTLE (5065)
FEP 5060 SARUM CASTLE (5097)
FEP 5061 SUDELEY CASTLE (7025)
FEP 5062 TENBY CASTLE (7026)
FEP 5064 TRETOWER CASTLE (5094)
FEP 5065 UPTON CASTLE (5093)
FEP 5066 WARDOUR CASTLE
FEP 5066 SIR FELIX POLE
FEP 5067 ST FAGANS CASTLE
FEP 5070 SIR DANIEL GOOCH
FEP 5071 SPITFIRE
FEP 5072 HURRICANE
FEP 5073 BLENHEIM
FEP 5074 HAMPDEN
FEP 5075 WELLINGTON
FEP 5076 GLADIATOR
FEP 5077 FAIREY BATTLE
FEP 5078 BEAUFORT
FEP 5079 LYSANDER
FEP 5080 DEFIANT
FEP 5081 LOCKHEED HUDSON
FEP 5082 SWORDFISH
FEP 5083 BATH ABBEY
FEP 5084 READING ABBEY
FEP 5085 EVESHAM ABBEY
FEP 5086 VISCOUNT HORNE
FEP 5087 TINTERN ABBEY
FEP 5088 LLANTHONY ABBEY
FEP 5089 WESTMINSTER ABBEY
FEP 5090 NEATH ABBEY
FEP 5091 CLEEVE ABBEY
FEP 5092 TRESCO ABBEY
FEP 7000 VISCOUNT PORTAL
FEP 7001 SIR JAMES MILNE
FEP 7003 ELMLEY CASTLE
FEP 7005 SIR EDWARD ELGAR
FEP 7007 GREAT WESTERN *
FEP 7008 SWANSEA CASTLE
FEP 7009 ATHELNEY CASTLE
FEP 7010 AVONDALE CASTLE
FEP 7012 BARRY CASTLE
FEP 7013 BRISTOL CASTLE
FEP 7014 CAERHAYS CASTLE
FEP 7015 CARN BREA CASTLE

FEP 7016 CHESTER CASTLE
FEP 7017 G.J. CHURCHWARD
FEP 7019 FOWEY CASTLE
FEP 7020 GLOUCESTER CASTLE
FEP 7022 HEREFORD CASTLE
FEP 7027 THORNBURY CASTLE
FEP 7028 CADBURY CASTLE
FEP 7029 CLUN CASTLE
FEP 7030 CRANBROOK CASTLE
FEP 7033 HARTLEBURY CASTLE
FEP 7034 INCE CASTLE
FEP 7036 TAUNTON CASTLE
FEP 7037 SWINDON **
* Includes a pair of Great Western Railway twin-
shield (London and Bristol) crests at extra cost
** Includes a pair of Swindon Borough crests at
extra cost
BR1 : £13.47 BR2 : £15.42

So, if you thought that apparently random
swapping of loco names was essentially a
modern phenomenon, the Castle Class shows
you differently. As you can see from the 50XX
list above, some names actually appeared on
as many as four engines (see next tranche for
these examples). In this listing, the numbers
shown after some names (in parenthesis) are
the later numbers of the locos on which the
relevant plates were fitted.This doubtless due
to the fact that the class was built over quite
a time-span.
The first appeared out of Swindon Works in
1922; the last, 7037 SWINDON, in August
1950, by which time the GWR had become
part of the nationalized British Railways. Class
member 7007- originally named OGMORE
CASTLE - was completed in July 1946 and was
the last express passenger loco to be built by
the GWR. In recognition of this, it was re-named
GREAT WESTERN at Nationalisation in January
1948.
We propose to complete the nameplates for
this class at the earliest opportunity provided
that this first tranche is reasonably well received.

Round Tables and so
forth
The first of the King Arthur Class
Nameplates. And their
equivalents for the British
Railways Standard 5 Class
As promised, we’ve completed the etching of
the first of these nameplates and are in the
process of painting and packing them. These,
and the Schools and Lord Nelson classes are
taking longer to complete than, for instance, all
the Great Western plates, as we have to create
new artwork for the alphabets employed.

The King Arthurs, and their counterparts in the
British Railways Standard Class 5s which were
allocated to the Southern Region use what can
best be described as a unique design; the Schools
and Lord Nelson another unique design. And
each of these has to be painstakingly re-drawn,
character by character, to enable us to make
up the artwork for each set of plates. As far as
we are concerned, second best or closest
available will just not do.

At the moment, we are only producing the
plates in British Railways format, each set
comprising a pair of fine-etched, hand-finished
brass nameplates in brass with a red background
and a stainless steel smokebox numberplate
with a black background. In due course we hope
to produce them in Southern Railway format
with a pair of brass numberplates instead of
the smokebox plate.

King Arthur Class
'EASTLEIGH' ARTHURS
FEP 30449 SIR TORRE
FEP 30452 SIR MELIAGRANCE
FEP 30453 KING ARTHUR
FEP 30455 SIR LAUNCELOT
FEP 30456 SIR GALAHAD
'URIE' ARTHURS
FEP 30736 EXCALIBUR
FEP 30737 KING UTHER
FEP 30738 KING PELLINORE
FEP 30739 KING LEODEGRANCE
FEP 30741 JOYOUS GARD
FEP 30742 CAMELOT
FEP 30745 TINTAGEL
FEP 30747 ELAINE
FEP 30751 ETARRE
FEP 30754 THE GREEN KNIGHT

‘SCOTCH' ARTHURS
FEP 30770 SIR PRIANIUS
FEP 30777 SIR LAMIEL
FEP 30782 SIR BRIAN
FEP 30785 SIR MADOR DE LA PORTE
FEP 30787 SIR MENADEUKE
FEP 30788 SIR URRE OF THE MOUNT
FEP 30789 SIR GUY
FEP 30791 SIR UWAINE
'EASTLEIGH' ARTHURS
(with six-wheel tenders)
FEP 30795 SIR DINADAN
FEP 30798 SIR HECTIMERE
FEP 30803 SIR HARRY LE FISE LAKE
BR Standard Class 5
FEP 73081 EXCALIBUR
FEP 73082 CAMELOT
FEP 73084 TINTAGEL
FEP 73086 THE GREEN KNIGHT
FEP 73088 JOYOUS GARD
FEP 73110 THE RED KNIGHT
FEP 73111 KING UTHER
FEP 73114 ETARRE
FEP 73115 KING PELLINORE
FEP 73118 KING LEODEGRANCE
FEP 73119 ELAINE

The price for each set in British Railways format
is £7.81 plus p&p.

“Over the years I have
purchased your various
catalogues and I think your
‘everlasting’ idea excellent.”



Tales from a Country Lane
Grumpy Old G*t Time
Dateline 20.04.09

The Markfield Walker is still walking. However, since mid-November the
weather has been decidedly fluky. Which is a way of saying that I’ve just
wrecked another brolly whilst trying out my Mary Poppins impersonation.
And the relatively heavy snow that we experienced over several weeks
- for the first time in almost two decades - wreaked havoc with my daily
exercise regime. I suppose it wasn’t the snow, but what it turned into
after a number of days . This resulted in Yours Truly taking a mammoth
slip and fall from grace and the biggest earth tremor Markfield has
experienced for many moons. Nothing broken, but the
muscle/ligament/bone bruising was extremely painful and has restricted
movement for over three months. (Flippin’ WIMP. Ed.)

Excessive Exhausts &
Other Nasty Noises

I’ve just been standing at our kitchen door, taking in the cool night air
and tranquility of a Spring Sunday night, only to have my serenity and
peace shattered by some anti-social moron in a vehicle with an exhaust
which would have been more at home on the Santa Pod drag strip.

In its progression out of the village and over the hill - around a mile and
a half and a good three minutes - it must surely have wakened a good
few people from their slumbers. All it was short of was the usual thud-
thud-thud as the in-car entertainment speakers endeavoured to break
loose from their mountings and escape onto the street.

It’s obviously manifestation of the Ignorance Syndrome. Or the Couldn’t
Give A Monkey’s As Long As I’m Entertained approach. We’re all subjected
to the nuisance noise. Some of us are obviously more sensitive to it than
others.

New Potatoes, Garden Peas, Mint Sauce.
And Lashings of Roast Lamb.

March was good for the lambs this year. The ram had obviously been
on overtime and bonus. The little cream bundles were popping like peas
from the pod. I stopped counting after a couple of dozen. (No. I’m not
a potential sheep-rustler, before you comment. But I do enjoy my roast
lamb!) I was walking past the lamb field one evening. In the opposite
direction a rather large lassie hove into view, also regarding the lambs
with interest, but more of the wistful, gooey-eyed variety; ‘Aren’t they so
CUTE?’ she cooed. ‘I couldn’t possibly eat them.’ ‘Judging by your size,
madam, you seem to have made an effort in some direction,’ I thought
to myself. I muttered something, chuckled to myself and walked on.
Good thing everyone doesn’t think that way or there would be another
farmer out of business. In the next village journal, said farmer had placed
an ad for Spring Lamb!

Public Footpath.
Three-Piece Suite Provided At The Other End

The icy conditions referred to earlier necessitated a change of route to
and from the works in January and February and a deviation via the
older part of the village and across the fields via a public footpath gave
me a different perspective. In more ways than one, it has to be said.
Why, oh why, oh why do people have to dump their detritus all over our
Green and Pleasant Land? Three-piece suites, refrigerators et al. I give
up. Personal and civic pride seems to have long gone out of the window.
Literally. Why?

Unsolicited Endorsement
1have tried most transfers on the market. I believe that Fox Transfers
are far and away the best.
Cyril J Freezer

 I would just like to take this opportunity to thank you for your superb
service. I placed an order via your website at lunchtime yesterday 11th
and was most surprised to receive my order in the post this morning.
Thank you very much for providing such a great service. Looking forward
to dealing with you again soon. Be assured I will be recommending you.
Thanks again
Martin

 Website very straightforward and clear
We’re pleased to say that it works for most of our customers!

More 4mm/00 Modern Plates
Regular visitors to our website this year may already have noticed
additions to our wide range of hand-finished, fine-etched nameplate
products. This is due to continue over most of this year as we make a
supreme effort to ensure that all our plates, and their variants and
alternative colourways, are fully listed.

60040 The Territorial Army Centenary

Early in February, the above modern image plates were added to our
class 60 roster. Heralded in Summer 2008, they were supposed to be
accompanied by the ‘New Waterslide’ decals for the celebratory livery.
Alas to date we have been unable to produce them, as readers of
FoxTails have already been advised.

And other Modern Image Plates, Too

These include a large number of re-runs to replenish expired stocks,
amongst which are:

The Railway Observer (RCTS); Kenneth J Painter (AI version); British Steel
Trostre/Workington/Teesside/Skinningrove/Shelton/Ravenscraig/
Llanwern/Hunterston/Corby; (ICI) Diamond Jubilee; REPTA; North Eastern;
Murray B Hofmeyr, Henry Pease, Saltburn-by-the-Sea, Cleveland Potash;
Strathclyde Region; Concrete Bob/Sir Robert McAlpine; Cardiff Canton.
And several dozen others.

Some of the new ones are:

County of Avon; Great Western (earlier, pre-GW150 style); Poste Haste,
Port of Tyne Authority; Pride of Carlisle; Pride of Cumbria; Solway Princess;
TS (Ted) Cassady; VENICE-SIMPLON ORIENT EXPRESS; Leyburn; Teenage
Spirit; Saint David/Dewi Sant (both styles); Marchwood Military Port;
Southampton WRD; The Newspaper Society; Institution of Railway
Operators.

Needless to say, the above lists are far from complete. Full details of
all the plates are being uploaded onto the website as time permits.
Not to mention our nameplate catalogue.

Range Extension for GWR and
LNER in 2mm/N, 4mm/00 and
7mm/0
FRH 2111 Auto Coaches 1&2. GWR lettering,  GWR shirtbutton,
coach numbers and Luggage branding. Includes 1 pair twin shield crests.
B Set Period 1&2. GWR lettering, GWR shirtbutton, coach numbers and
Luggage, First & Third branding. Includes 2 pairs twin shield crests 

£8.10

FRH 4111 Auto Coaches Period 1. GWR lettering, coach numbers
and Luggage branding. Includes 1 pair twin shield crests £5.86

FRH 4111/5  Auto Coaches Period 2. GWR shirtbutton, coach numbers
and Luggage branding. £4.74

FRH 4112 B Set Period 1. GWR lettering, coach numbers and Luggage,
First & Third branding. Includes 2 pairs twin shield crests £6.44

FRH 4112/5 B Set Period 2. GWR shirtbutton, coach numbers and
Luggage, First & Third branding. £4.74

FRH 4301 LNER plain yellow loco lettering and numbering. (Later
style : Lettering is same height as numbering, and is appropriate for the
pre-war, wartime and post-war periods.) Plus matching Bufferbeam ‘No’
Lettering & Numbering £10.69

FRH 7111 Auto Coaches Period 1. GWR lettering, coach numbers
and Luggage branding. Includes 1 pair twin shield crests £8.98

FRH 7111/5 Auto Coaches Period 2. GWR shirtbutton, coach numbers
and Luggage branding. £6.20

FRH 7112 B Set Period 1. GWR lettering, coach numbers and Luggage,
First & Third branding. Includes 2 pairs twin shield crests £8.98

FRH 7112/5 B Set Period 2. GWR shirtbutton, coach numbers and
Luggage, First & Third branding. £6.20

FRH 7301 LNER plain yellow loco lettering and numbering. (Later
style : Lettering is same height as numbering, and is appropriate for the
pre-war, wartime and post-war periods.) Plus matching Bufferbeam ‘No’
Lettering & Numbering £11.81


