
Tales from a
Country Lane
When I started to write this issue, the barren season of bare branches
had been with us for a good few weeks, and the Markfield Walker has
experienced the full range of climatic conditions. From spirit-raising
gentle skies of pink and blue hues to extremely low skies where the
water vapour uses the nose as a conduit. From snow to torrential rain
and armour-plate-piercing hailstones. From bone-freezing depths to the
almost spring-like heights even with the winter sun low in the sky as if
in hiding. And this has been the case right through into the second week
of April.

On the whole, the wheel-borne users of Hill Lane seem to be giving me
a generally wider berth. Perhaps they’ve been reading FoxTails.

The barren nature of the hedgerows and holly bushes, especially those
vandalised by the indiscriminate hedge-trimmer, gives a more depressing
view of the rubbish left behind by mindless, anti-social morons who
cannot be bothered to deposit their food-wrappers and drinks containers
in an appropriate bin or, even better, take them home for recycling. This
necessitates the employment of a man from the council, complete with
black bin-bag and long-armed pincers who periodically walks my route
and collects most of this, and the other less-mentionable human detritus,
which the zombie members of our community choose to inappropriately
discard.

But there have been distinct highlights on the daily perambulations. The
lambing season began at the farm in the last few days of March, and
the little cream bundles were soon gamboling around the ‘Mothers &
Children’ field on extremely wobbly legs. To see a lamb which has found
its sea-legs rocketting across a field, punctuated by an electronic vertical
leap for no apparent reason, and then continuing on its way brings a
chuckle to yours truly. Two little blighters who couldn’t have been more
than four or five days old were observed on one occasion head-to-head
on a grassy hump butting seven bells out of each other. So much for
peace and quiet in the countryside.

Once again, the new issue of FoxTails has taken longer to appear than
I should have liked, and I’ve been left wondering how I managed to
write it in the days when our calendar seemed to be full of exhibition
commitments. The delay, such as it has been, is not entirely my fault.
Certain pieces of information which needed to be included relate to
subjects which were themselves ‘unfinished’.

Website Security
Not least this subject. As might be expected - and it’s certainly in
everybody’s interests except those of the criminal fraternity - the credit
and debit card issuers are ‘on the case’.

During the life of this issue of FoxTails, and hopefully sooner rather than
later, transactions on our shopping facility - already certified secure since
the inception of our first site nearly a decade ago - will be carried out
under the auspices of the WorldPay system for e-commerce business.

As far as we can tell at this stage, you will see little or no change in
the transaction process. The total cost of the purchases you wish to
make from Fox, including the postage, will be debitted to your card
account by WorldPay. We at Fox will have no details of your card and
will only see your name, address and other contact details such as
telephone, email etc, and of course, the items you wish to order.
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Stafford Exhibition 08.
A Day Out. And Then Some.
Shortly after our enforced withdrawal from the model railway exhibition
circuit last year, Management and I received an invitation from Stafford
Railway Circle Exhibition Manager Terry Robinson, our old friend from
way back. Would we like to visit the show ‘on the other side of the
counter’ for a change; and open the exhibition? And then form two-thirds
of the judging team to appraise the modelling exhibits and award the
prizes?

The answer, conditional upon yours truly still being in an upright, mobile
state, was an enthuusiastic ‘yes’. We had been attending the Stafford
show on most years since it used to be staged in the GEC Stychfields
Hall which backed on to the West Coast Main Line south of Stafford
Station, and then followed the move to the school on the Uttoxeter
road. For three years or so, we suffered from clashing exhibition
committments and then after the show’s progression up the Uttoxeter
road to the Stafford County Showground, we resumed our attendance
in 2006. Indeed, the 07 Stafford exhibition was to be the last-ever show
to which we took our Fox Transfers stand.

On a decidedly chilly February Saturday morning, we arrived at the
Showground to be greeted by a huge number of familiar (to say the
least) faces. We were gratified to note that the show was even bigger
than last year, and as we walked around were pleased to see that
quality had not been sacrificed for the increased size. Trade apart - and
there was a good number of well-known businesses represented - the
layouts were many and various, covering most if not all the popular
scales and periods ranging from the turn of the 19th Century right
through to the modern era.

The opening ceremony out of the way, we three judges proceeded
around the halls to view the impressive craftsmanship on display. At
times it was difficult to get close enough to some of the exhibits, so
numerous were the onlookers, and so keen were they to get a proper
feel and see as many traffic movements on each layout as time
permitted.

Eventually, late in the afternoon and after much heartsearching and
quiet detailed analysis of the shortlisted layouts, we came to our decisions.
The winners were duly presented with their trophy and we departed
for home somewhat mentally exhausted.

Certainly if this year’s Stafford exhibition is anything to go by, next year’s
extravaganza should be well worth reserving part of the first weekend
in February. Keep an eye open for the ads in the model railway press.

It is vitally important, therefore that when you key in your card number,
expiry date, security code and all other details that you do so accurately,
preferably copying direct from your card. It never ceases to amaze us
how many people try to commit this data to memory - and get it
wrong. If I had a fiver for every occasion we’ve had to ring, email or
write to potential customers because a transaction has been declined
through the submission of incorrect information, I could probably have
a holiday.

The Benefits of Redundant Industry
As you will see from the shot on page one the old quarry a couple of
hundred yards from our works dresses itself in a more acceptable visual
mantle in the Spring weeks.

The gorse takes on a brilliant golden yellow coat around the flooded
workings and is an added bonus on the daily hike to and from work,
even in the dull and sombre conditions we have experienced here of
late. Over the last forty years or so, the plants have sent out their
offspring to populate the embankments of the Markfield bypass and
they present a very welcoming entrance to the village.

Railway Enthusiasts:
Are we really unGodly?

Some weeks ago, we received in the post one of our printed reply
envelopes. Not especially unusual except for the fact that we haven’t
distributed these envelopes for quite a few years. Inside was - no, not
an order for transfers or nameplates or paint - not even an enquiry for
prices or ‘Do you make...?’ - but a small leaflet promoting Christianity
and a short prayer which, it was suggested, the recipient might like to
make.   Hmmm.

If you receive more than one
copy of an issue of FoxTails
please feel free to pass it on
to a modelling friend or leave
it in your model club library.
Or recycle it!

Monster Moves.
Major Castle Re-building
Project in Gwynedd.
Some weeks ago The Sunday Telegraph published a list of Ten Scenic
Rail Journeys as chosen by The National Rail Museum.

They were:
Barmouth, Gwynedd to Machynlleth, Powys, Wales
Fort William to Maillaig (!), Western Highlands
Ashford International, Kent to Hastings, Sussex
Douglas to Laxey on the Isle of Man
Oxford to Hereford
The North Yorkshire Moors Railway
Sheffield to Manchester
Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh, Ross & Cromarty
Plymouth to Gunnislake, Cornwall
Settle, North Yorkshire to Appleby, Cumbria

Now I don’t believe this list was published in a sequence of scenic value,
nor as being the only scenic rail journeys in Britain. And as I have not
travelled all these routes, I’m certainly not going to give my personal
preference.

What caught my eye was the description of the first route, which I quote
verbatim:

“Crosses the Barmouth Bridge, runs by Harlech Castle and Criccieth
Castle. It offers views of mountains to the east and Cardigan Bay to
the west. Journey time : 50 mins.”

I really don’t want to appear a Nit Picker. (Or, in our terminology, a Rivet
Counter.) But I have travelled the line in question on more than one
occasion. And driven alongside sections of it on countless occasions. I’ve
even walked bits-especially across Barmouth Bridge. But unless my
information is sudddenly out-of-date (I was there last between Christmas
and New Year) somebody has been operating a couple of Channel Five
‘Monster Moves’ operations. This will leave naked a couple of rocky
outcrops well to the north of Barmouth. Which itself is to the north of
Machynlleth. And the northern end of the recommended journey. I’m
intrigued as to precisely where these two castles have been re-located
and, on the basis that ‘if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it’ was the whole,
presumably very expensive operation really necessary?

Hopefully, legal action will not be forthcoming!!!



And here are a few another friend produced earlier
My first encounter with model railways started around 1953 when my father  presented me with
a HornbyDublo train set for Christmas. From that moment on I have been hooked on the hobby
and in particular trying to make models that were in some way different from the norm. I well
remember my two-rail Hornby Dublo that I changed over to in 1959/60 when I contacted Meccano
at Binns Road in Liverpool to see if they would sell me a Mallard body from the three rail range
so I could swap it with a Golden Fleece one from the two-rail range. I was amazed when they said
yes, so after sending off the money it duly arrived and was quickly changed over and set to work
on my layout.

I suppose my first real attempt at super detailing started in 1979 when the first Hornby A4 arrived
on the shelves. I ended up with all 34 A4’s in BR Green all having been repainted & numbered,
some taking considerably more time than others because I had to remove the tender back &
fabricate the back from plasticard to replicate the non-corridor tender type which at that time
Hornby did not produce. Through the 1980’s I was chairman of The Scarborough & District Railway
Modellers and with them attended quite a few shows where I would exhibit my A4’s. I was often
asked to do conversions for others when they saw my stand. Back then there were only a couple
of manufacturers who did the nameplates and transfers. One that I well remember was Kings
Cross Plates which were located at the side of Kings Cross station. Their plates were etched on a
solid piece of brass which you had to cut out and trim. This took ages and frequently ended up
all bent!

In 2001 we had a disaster at our home when a friend who was doing some plumbing work in
the loft accidentally set fire to it. The end result was the loss of most of my model railway collection,
many items of which had been super detailed. Luckily our home insurance covered the loss which
went into many thousands of pounds but they would not pay out financially. They allowed me a
credit with Rails of Sheffield which I visited on many occasions to replenish my lost models with
new ones. I decided that rather than throw away all the damaged bits and pieces I would have
a go at repairing and rebuilding them. It was while I was doing this that my young daughter made
what now must be classed as one of the best suggestions ever : ‘Why not sell them on Ebay?’

Since then I have not looked back. Ebay plays a major part in my sales as I frequently get repeat
orders from customers who have purchased one of my models that way. It is thanks to one of
these customers who has become a good friend I now have my own website  HYPERLINK
"http://www.peasholmmodels.net" www.peasholmmodels.net which also brings in a steady stream
of work.

My speciality is renumbering Hornby & Bachmann A1’s, A3’s and A4’s as well as the odd LMS &
Southern loco’s. I have covered most of the colours that the A4 was finished in with total repaints
but due to demand for re-name & numbering I haven’t had much time lately to concentrate on
painting. Most of my transfers come from the Fox range: I really like the thinness of the carrier
film which when varnished you cannot see. Of course their nameplates are light years away from
the old Kings Cross type being very easy to remove from the frets leaving you with no damage
to the plates.

Other projects cover etched brass coaches where I have made the entire rake of Thompson pressure
ventilated stock from the ‘Elizabethan’ as running in the 1950s. I have also been working with a
friend on swapping double & single chimneys on the A4’s so we could have a single chimney
valanced Garter Blue non-corridor tender. Although it has been successful it is a time consuming
process so we are not sure on its future.

Many thanks to Mike for his help with my requests for some of the obscure colours and transfer
sheets.

To contact me email silverlink60014@hotmail.com
Tel 01723 366811
Ian Harper, Peasholm Models, Scarborough



BusStop
for bus and coach kits of the
1940s-1960s
in 1:76 scale
LITTLE BUS COMPANY

For an ever-changing range of resin bus and coach kits in 1:76
scale.

All kits are available for a limited time and subject to demand
may be re-issued at a later date. Building is easy comprising one
or two-piece bodies with seats in resin, plus metal accessories.

Solid rubber push-fit profile wheels with axles are provided together
with printed, moulded or plain glazing as required.

LBC Models Ltd
6 Appleyard
Haworth Close
Halifax
West Yorkshire
HX1 2NN

Tel 01422 301600

email tony@little-bus.com
website www.little-bus.com

The Fox Transfers team is very aware of environmental issues...
...and we do our best to be as green as possible.

When we are despatching multiple sheets of transfers, we pack
them in ONE bag and ONE folder, unless specifically requested
to do otherwise.

This reduces cost, and wastage and, following the introduction of
Royal Mail’s revised pricing system in 2007, reduces the amount
we have to charge you for packing and postage.

SO...THINK GREEN...Check all the items we have sent you before
ringing us!

BusStop
for ‘New Waterslide’ transfers
for buses, coaches and
commercial road vehicles
liveries of the 1940s-1960s and
for the Phoenix
Precision/Cherry range of
enamel livery paints
Fox Transfers
4 Hill Lane Close
Markfield Industrial Estate
Markfield, Leicestershire, LE67 9PN England
PERSONAL VISITS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

PLEASE SEE FRONT COVER FOR OTHER CONTACT DETAILS

Health & Safety on the ball again. The nearest railway line is about four miles away.

BEWARE OF THE TRAINS!

Since March 2007, when I commenced my daily hikes to work ‘the long
way round’ in order to maintain the required mileage, the sign in my
photo has given me some amusement. It is mounted on the gable of
a garage around four miles or so from the nearest standard-gauge
railway - the Leicester to Burton-on-Trent freight-only line which crosses
the A511 (old A50) further on at Coalville. Perhaps the owner is a not-
so-closet-railway modeller. I must knock on his door sometime.

Our Man in Wagga Wagga says

Fox Transfers are the best and easiest to
apply that I have used. There is little if any
wastage.
Thanks for your great service. To have your
products delivered to me half way around the
world in just over a week was fantastic!!!
Website Comments: Easy to use.
Yep. Absolutely serious!



Over the years, we have introduced an impressively long list of Specific
Loco Lining packs. The list above only shows the 4mm/00 packs of lining
for LMS and BR London Midland liveries on Stanier and Fowler engines
which we had introduced by late last year. Most of these may be found
on our website www.fox-transfers.co.uk and the appropriate volumes
of our everlasting catalogues.

During 2007, we got together with Alan Buckenham of Comet Models
to develop further specific lining packs for ex-LMS locos. These have
now come to fruition as follows:

FRH 4271/1 Original Royal Scot and Original Patriot specific lining
pack for Crimson livery. Includes lining for both Fowler and Stanier
tenders and underframe lining. Black/Yellow 048 £14.65

FRH 4271/3 Original Patriot and Jubilee and Rebuilt Royal Scot/Patriot
specific lining pack for post-war Black livery. Includes lining for both
Fowler and Stanier tenders and underframe lining. Maroon/Straw

041 £12.65

FRH 4271/5 British Railways Express Passenger orange/black/orange
specific lining set for green-liveried Rebuilt Scot or Patriot locomotive
and both Fowler and Stanier tenders. Includes shapes for cabsides,
splashers and both tender designs, plus lining for boiler bands, cylinder
covers where applicable and running plates 036 £11.25

The Goings-On of
Our Man in the SouthEast
2008 heralded a career change for Our Man in the SouthEast. Having
spent more years than he can recall playing with - and modelling - the
1:76 scale trains, he decided that he’d have a go at playing with the
real thing. As the personal exchequer was a good few billion short of
the requisite amount needed to acquire his own full-size trainset, the
obvious next best solution was to play with someone else’s set.

To truncate the saga, OMitSE has recently taken up his new role as a
Duty Manager with London Underground, based at Victoria but with
responsibility for an awful lot of track miles. Having known OMitSE for
a good number of years during which time he has been a stalwart
supporter of Fox, I can only say that LU recruitment definitely got it
right on this occasion. Of late we have had several conversations which
prove that he is ‘round peg in round hole’. Big time.

This is not to say that life is all solemnity. As with any occupation - from
stand-up comic to funeral director - life will throw up experiences which
will bring you to tears of sadness or joy. Or just plain bewilderment. As
in the case of the would-be male passenger who was most miffed when
told that he would not be able to travel with his ‘hand’ luggage.

When this was pointed out to him, and that the LU staff were trying
to be helpful, and not officious, he had to be diplomatically appraised
of the fact that even if his 16-foot canoe could be negotiated down the
escalators to the platform, it most certainly would not fit through the
train doors.

And imagine the facial expressions of the staff viewing the Victoria
concourse from the control room when up the escalator stroll two Vikings,
complete with axes, spears, shields and horny helmets. Followed by 48
more similarly attired gentlemen. Apparently one controller turned to
our friend and opined with deadpan delivery “It looks like Gatwick
Express is in for another pasting”.

I shouldn’t think Mayor Boris would have been too keen on any intended
pillaging and raping.

But then, he does have the hair for it.

Q&A
Q: How can I easily remove cabside numbersets from ready-to-run
models so I can replace them with different numbersets?

A: There are two answers to this question. At least! Models produced
thirty or forty years ago tended to have their graphics applied in transfer
form, so you should be able to remove them by over-sticking the
numbersets with Sellotape® or similar and then pulling off the tape
and, with any luck, the numbersets you wish to remove. If this does not
work, then the numbering had possibly been tampo-printed directly
onto the model’s paintwork and you should employ Solution Two. Obtain
some Surgical Spirit from your pharmacy and some cocktail sticks -
preferably wooden ones. Apply the Surgical Spirit to the numbers,
WORKING A VERY SMALL AREA AT A TIME (do not try and remove
more than one digit at once) and then wipe the area clean with a swab
of warm, soapy water and dry off. If you’ve done the job properly, you
should have an undamaged paint surface onto which to apply your
new transfers. Your new Fox transfers!

Now you can buy from Fox using your
American Express card!

Stanier Linings All Round: Part 1
And some Fowler for good measure.
FRH 4220 Coronation Scot Streamlined Blue Loco Livery Lining
& Numbering, silver 023 £7.50

FRH 4221 Coronation Scot Streamlined Crimson Loco Livery
Lining & Numbering, gold 023 £7.50

FRH 4268  Stanier Pacific Princess Royal Class Specific Loco &
Tender Lining Pack: Green Livery. Orange/black/orange  036 £11.25

FRH 4268/5+6  Princess Royal Class Loco and Tender Lining Set,
yellow/black 037 £11.50

FRH 4269/1+/2+/3   Stanier Princess/Coronation Classes 8P 4-6-2
Tender Engines 46200-46209/46220-46257 Lining Set, yellow/black

036 £11.25

FRH 4269/4+5+6    Stanier Princess/Coronation Classes 8P 4-6-2
Tender Engines 46200-46209/46220-46257 Lining Set,
orange/black/orange 036 £11.25

FRH 4269/7+/8+/9  Stanier Princess Royal/Coronation Classes 8P 4-
6-2 (Pacific) Tender Loco Lining Set for early BR Blue Livery
white/black/white 036 £11.25

FRH 4270/1+2 Stanier Jubilee Class 6P5F/7P 4-6-0 Tender Engine
Lining Set, including both Stanier and Fowler Tender Panels 036£11.25

FRH 4283 Stanier Class 4 2-6-4T Mixed Traffic lining set includes
cabside numbering and power classifications 033 £10.35

FRH 4284 Ivatt Class 4MT 2-6-0 Tender Loco 43XXX Mixed
Traffic Lining Set with cabside numbers and power classification. 

030 £9.50

FRH 4294 Stanier ‘Black Five’ Class 5MT 4-6-0 Mixed Traffic
Tender Engine Lining 036 £11.25

FRH 4295 Stanier ‘Jubilee’ Class 5MT 4-6-0 Tender Engine Lining
Set. Also includes Tender lining panels for Fowler design 036 £11.25



 The Class 67s.
And what Fox can do to help you with
your models of them
With their corrugated bodyside panels and unusual cab design, the
introduction of the Class 67s in 1999 never stirred me inwardly in the
same way that, for instance, the 60s had done nearly a decade earlier.
To be fair, some of the antipathy could be of a professional nature. I
could see that some modelling customers might have livery application
‘challenges’ with the corrugations replicating the situation with the later
Class 59 liveries and therefore all the Class 66 paint/vinyl incarnations.
 The 60s, even with their different grille arrangements on opposite sides,
were and are a much better bet for the satisfactory application of
graphics.

No matter. Lima’s introduction of their 4mm/00 model generally went
down well. Had the company lasted longer they would doubtless have
released models of most, if not all, of the class. Now I believe it’s down
to Hornby.

One benefit of the introduction of the EWS67 livery as far as Fox were
concerned was that we did not need to produce another set of transfer
sheets - the lettering and numbering was the same as that used for
the Class 66s. (Our table below shows all the transfers we have produced
 which may be used for re-creating the livery or just re-numbering.)

Since the loss of the Royal Mail contract, three of the class have enjoyed
a re-paint: two into Royal claret livery (67005 and 67006) and one
into EWS company train livery (67029). A further four (67012-67015)
have just received the new Wrexham, Shropshire and Marylebone
Railway’s silver and mid-grey paint scheme.

CLASS 67 TRANSFERS

F 2977/5 2mm/N EWS Class 66/67 Loco Livery Elements 021£6.90

F 2977/6 2mm/N EWS Hospitality Train Class 67 Loco Livery Elements,
including Class 82/1 DVT 037 £11.50

F 2977/7 2mm/N EWS Hospitality Train Coach Livery Elements, all 3
vehicles 037 £11.50

F 2314/2 2mm/N Lining for Royal Train locos included in this pack
021 £6.90

F 4977/5 4mm/00 EWS Class 66/67 Loco Livery Elements 
021 £6.90

F 4977/5B 4mm/00 EWS Class 66/67 Renumbering pack for (esp.
Lima) locos in maroon 017 £5.75

F 4977/6 4mm/00 EWS Hospitality Train Class 67 Loco Livery Elements,
including Class 82/1 DVT 037 £11.50

F 4977/7 4mm/00 EWS Hospitality Train Coach Livery Elements, all
3 vehicles 037 £11.50

F 4314/2 4mm/00 Lining for Royal Train locos included in this pack
019 £6.35

F 7977/5 7mm/0 EWS Class 66/67 Loco Livery Elements 
045 £13.80

F 7977/6 7mm/0 EWS Hospitality Train Class 67 Loco Livery Elements,
including Class 82/1 DVT . Also included are the EWS motifs, TOPS
numbersets and data panels for all three Mk3 coaches 063 £19.00

CLASS 67 NAMEPLATES

The following list gives details of all the nameplates fitted at some time
since the end of the 1990s and which are available from Fox. All are
made in stainless steel to replicate the originals as closely as possible.

67001 Night Mail black ground 018 £6.00
(Currently de-named)

67002 Special Delivery black ground 018 £6.00

67004 Poste Haste black ground 018 £6.00

67005 Queen’s Messenger black ground 018 £6.00
(Original format for standard EWS livery)

67005R1 Queen’s Messenger claret ground 033 £10.35
(Original Royal livery format 12-plate set including pairs of
nameplates, numberplates, Royal Cypher-plates, ‘dedication’
plates, Royal coat-of-arms plates and EWS ‘three beasties’
plates in cut-out style, all with claret grounds/detailing)

67005R2 Queen’s Messenger claret ground 033 £10.35
(as set 67005R1, but includes also a pair of square plates
comprising the ‘three beasties’ symbol with EWS lettering
and underline for fitting below the second man’s cab windows
in place of the cut-out three beasties details in 67005R1.
These plates carry black grounds.)

67006R1 Royal Sovereign claret ground 033 £10.35
(as set 67005R1, except for Royal Sovereign nameplates
and 67006 numberplates)

67006R2 Royal Sovereign claret ground 033 £10.35
(as set 67005R2, except for Royal Sovereign nameplates
and 67006 numberplates)

67010 Unicorn black ground 018 £6.00

67017 Arrow black ground 018 £6.00

67018 Rapid black ground 018 £6.00

67025 Western Star black ground 018 £6.00

67027 Rising Star black ground 018 £6.00

67029 Royal Diamond black ground 020 £6.60
(set includes a pair of ‘dedication’ plates for fitting centrally
under the nameplates. The nameplates - unlike all the
others - are of standard EWS design using Rail Alphabet
which has been employed on loco nameplates for many
years. They were produced by Procast in Yorkshire along with
all the other plates for the class.)

The price codes quoted above are relevant at the time you order, using
the appropriate Price Code Sheet. The £p prices are those appropriate
between 1 June and 31 July 2008. Owing to constantly-increasing
materials and overheads costs, these may have to be revised. If you are
not ordering on our secure website www.fox-transfers.co.uk please
ring us on any of our numbers for the current prices before sending a
cheque or postal order. Mail orders with credit/debit card payment will
be charged at the price or prices current at time of despatch of goods.

All products quoted above are for PAIRS of nameplates - we do not
make or sell nameplates for locomotives singly. Locomotives have two
sides and usually require one nameplate for each side. If our customers
think that the above statement is one of the perishin’ obvious, then you
should listen to some of our enquiries on the subject. To be fair, our train
headboards and shedcodes plates are sold singly.

(Since this article was written, but before it went to press, RAIL Magazine
published an article on the 67s by Andy Coward in issue 592. It contains
further information and pictures which may be of interest to readers.)


