ALL HISS
AND HOOT

THANKYOU;, SIR NIGEL.

AND NYMR

YES, FOX DID
GO SILVER

Following our potted history on the
front page of FoxTails 26, we
thought you might like to know
that the first weekend in June saw
the conclusion of our first 25 years
in business. And, we'd like to think,
the commencement of our second
quarter-century! We've been so
busy that we haven't even
commented on the event internally.
| can see that I'm going to have to
organise a suitably celebrating cake.
Or a glass or two of fruit juice. It's
not everyday that little firms like
ours manage to pass such a
milestone. And, believe you me,
there were occasions during that
time when it was not a foregone
conclusion.
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Well, Easter wasn't the same for Management and the writer
this year, as those of you who are on top of all the latest buzz
will have gathered. Our visit to Mr Cook’s Knavesmire Extravaganza
inYork had to be restricted to a definitely non-selling visit to the
show which, it has to be said, had become one of our particular
favourites, not that one should admit to these matters. In view
of the medical circumstances, we decided that we would have
an Easter off duty and spend some quality time in a particularly
hospitable part of the country (that's great coming from a
Lancastrian!) and ‘chill out’ for three or four days.

On Good Friday - which started sunnily, complete with blue sky
and fluffy white clouds - we had a railway-free (well, almost) few
hours ambling through spectacularly beautiful Ryedale and over
the dramatic and yet undulating Hambleton Hills and further
reaches of the North York Moors. | said ‘well almost’ with good
reason.You can bet your socks that, on the rare occasions when
‘Er Indoors and | get out on safari, yours indefatigably manages
to 'do a little railway archaeology’ a subject which | find both
interesting and depressing in probably equal measures. No, I'm
not suffering from a psychological malfunction - well nothing that
noticeable anyway. But having experienced a great many most
enjoyable train rides in various and far-flung parts of the country
in the days when steam was king, original Derby Lightweights
were Young Pretenders and my trousers ended at knee-level, or
there-abouts; in those same days when an integral part of the
‘English way of life’ (or Welsh or Scottish, come to that) was the
local railway station, its not particularly frequent passenger service,
the daily or twice-weekly pick-up goods; station buildings, bridges
and viaducts that were designed and built in the classic style, to
last forever; well, when you've enjoyed those days, and you come
back fifty years later and find the iron road despatched for razor
blades, forsythias and 4x4s on the track-bed and a swimming
pool in the double-glazed goods shed, a pang arises (or whatever
pangs are supposed to do) about the wholesale closures of the
mid-twentieth century.

60007 SIR NIGEL GRESLEY IN REPOSE AT PICKERING AND
GROSMONT. DETAIL SHOTS SHOW ELEMENTS OF THE EARLY
1950s BRITISH RAILWAY LIVERY APPLIED TO A LARGE NUMBER
OF EXPRESS PASSENGER LOCOS. TRANSFERS BY FOX ARE
AVAILABLE IN EIGHT SCALES. IN 4mm/00 WE MAKE ETCHED
PLATES FOR ALL GRESLEY STREAMLINERS

Over the years, we've found that North Yorkshire and Cleveland
contain a veritable treasure trove of railway remains.And still-active
lines of one kind or another.The coastal route from Tees-side to
Whithy and onwards.The Ryedale lines.The Esk Valley line with its
reversing point at Battersby Junction; and its connection with the
North York Moors Railway at Grosmont. Almost inevitably on Easter
Saturday we ended up on the other end of the line at Pickering,
hoping to make one of the first through journeys to Whitby.
Unfortunately, our planning fell somewhat short of immaculate and
we had to content ourselves with a Grosmont return.

The British Railways Standard design tender loco gave us a leisurely
and most enjoyable ride up the familiar line. Levisham. Newtondale
and over the top to Goathland before dropping down to the NYMR's
major centre at Grosmont.

Imagine the elevation of Michael’s spirits on arrival at Grosmont
to discover that 60007 SIR NIGEL GRESLEY was simmering at
the opposite platform, gleaming brass and resplendent in early
British Railways blue livery, and obviously waiting to take our train
back over the top. It was compensation big-style for our inadequate
foresight.

It occurred to me during the return passage (not for the first time,
it must be said) that the costs involved in running an operation
like NYMR must be truly staggering.Yes, | am aware that much
is achieved by the use of volunteer labour at little or no cost to the
Railway because some people are prepared to donate massive
amounts of their free time, and the cost of travel to and from
Yorkshire, to materially help a good cause. But can you imagine
the cost of just one tender-full of halfway reasonable steaming coal
(assuming you can get it - there's not a lot left below South Wales
now, you know) to fuel a loco like Sir Nigel or the BR 4-6-0? Can
you imagine the costs involved in renovating and maintaining just
the coaches used to make up the train? None of them can be less
than 40 years old, and most are probably closer to 50.And the
cost of rails, shoes, sleepers and ballast for just a hundred yards
of track?







THE FOX
CARBON
FOOTPRINT
HAS SHRUNK

Depending on your viewpoint and opinions on global warming, its causes
and effects, you may or may not be pleased to learn that the Fox
inability to attend exhibitions in the future has had a dramatic reduction
on the size of our carbon footprint. Or should that be pawprint?

Our van is being sold. Michael is doing his two-plus miles per day walking
to and from our works and our fuel bill for transportation has dropped
out of sight.To say that the last few months have seen dramatic life
changes is to make the understatement of the century. Nothing, that's
for sure, will be the same again.

While the fuel bill may have reduced, the cost of shoe-leather, brollies
and high-vis waistcoats has risen.Walking the country lanes - even in
broad daylight - has brought home to me the murderous and selfish

nature of some of the dipsticks and plonkers who regard themselves
as motorists.

Now, I'm not small or insignificant. No-one who's ever met me could say
that I'm easy to miss.You may wish to ignore me.You may wish to pass
me on the other side. Fine.Your choice. But not to physically see me
strikes me as an act of total negligence. Six feet plus. Constructed in
the grand style a la outside privy, so to speak. Dammit, the sun reflecting
from the integral solar panel should provide at least ten miles’ notice.
So why oh why am | constantly being treated to a unilateral short-back-
and-sides by drivers who obviously are concentrating more on their social
lives than on guiding their vehicles in a safe and reasonable manner?

Well, this summer I'm carrying a very large umbrella with each of the
panels finished in contrasting hues of blue, yellow, red and green.And

a pointy peak for self-defence. Autumn and winter will see me in a very
fetching reflective high-visibility vest in appropriate shades of yellow and
white. And | have hard hats in each of those colours which | can alternate
to alleviate boredom. Not to mention a pair of mega-boots which | used
for my firing turn on the Severn Valley Railway a couple of years ago.

But there are two sides to every coin. | have been somewhat amused
by those drivers who give me an unnecessarily wide berth, to such an
extent that they all but mount the embankment, or disappear through
the hedge on the opposite side of the lane. Rich recruitment possibilities
for The Institute of Advanced Motorists?

CHINESE
WHISPERS

NOTHING WHATSOEVER TO DO

WITH BACHMANN OR HORNBY
Now that we've ‘resigned’ from the exhibition circuit after TWO decades
in the model railway public’s eye, you'll all doubtless be relieved to learn
that we shall not be filling in our time going on the after dinner speaking
round in exchange for huge fees to help defray the cost of our rich
lifestyle. And our street (sorry, Georgian-square-) full of six-storey villas
and mews cottages with mortgages to match. And our personal high-
flying aides, secretaries and security heavies.

Oh, and by the way, we haven't moved to Leicester.\WWe moved OUT of
there three-and-a-half years ago. Our addresses are STILL

4 HILL LANE CLOSE, MARKFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, MARKFIELD,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE67 9PN (which is our studio, offices and works
address) and 138 MAIN STREET, MARKFIELD, LEICESTERSHIRE
LE67 9UX (which remains, after 16 years, our mail order address.)

And, as at the time of going to press, despite having experienced a
heart attack in mid-February - the day after St Valentines Day, would
you believe - (and this is where I've got be be really careful) at the time
of writing, touch wood, | am still alive and kicking.

Cross fingers.And, if you've received this copy of FoxTails, there’s a pretty
good chance that we're still trading. Despite rumours recently percolating
from north of the border.

Well, | hope we're still trading. A certain party in London will be wanting
us to pay the VAT bill before long.

So, in short, WE ARE STILL VERY MUCH IN BUSINESS, working as fast
and carefully as we can fulfilling all your orders as efficiently as we know
how. Chinese Whispers? SILENCE!

PRICES : SORRY, BUT

WE'RE GOING TO HAVE

TO INCREASE THEM IF

WE ARE TO CONTINUE THE SERVICE
YOU WANT.

The last eighteen months or so has seen world-wide increases in the
prices of many metals to a greater extent than one would expect as
a result of inflation. The brass and stainless steel used in the production
of our nameplates, numberplates and other hand-finished, fine-etched
products are no exception.

As far as our transfers are concerned, the same applies to the ink and
paper, the film and chemicals which are the staple ingredients. Not to
mention the staff and premises overheads which enable us to provide
you with the items you require.

We have tried to absorb as many of these increases as possible, but
this only leads to a situation where we have no money to research,
prepare and produce new additions to our ranges - yes, that does
actually cost us a lot of money - and you don't get the products you
want.

The new prices are likely to be phased in gradually over the summer
and autumn, mainly because our website, which of course contains all
of our prices, is some distance (and many hundreds of man hours) from
being fully rebuilt. If you have any price queries, please ring us on 01530
242801 or 245618. Prices quoted in this issue of FoxTails are all new
prices.Those in previous issues of FoxTails are old prices and are invalid.
Prices shown on our website, both old and new versions, will be valid
for all website orders at the time of ordering on the site. Of course. New
Descriptive price Lists will be published as soon as possible.

IFYOU RECEIVE MORE
THAN ONE COPY OF A
FOXTAILS NEWSLETTER...

..don't throw it away. Please. Pass it on to a modelling friend.
Or put it in your Model Railway clubroom.
Thank You.

BAGE

ISIT JUST
A MAN THING?

You know what | mean.You get born,You don't take too much notice
of anything until you're in double figures (of age, that is) and then you
notice there are other people in the world.Your parents.Your family.Your
friends,.Your neighbours. Film stars. Pop stars. ANYBODY.They're either
your age. Or younger. Or older. No big deal. Until, that is, you've got a
few decades under your belt. Then these people, who've been names
familiar to you all your life start popping their clogs. Well, it happens to
us all. But, as if coming down out of Snowdon’s cloud-cap, the realisation
dawns on you that so-and-so who's just died was only 10 years older
than you. Or 5 years older. Or whatever. And you think they've been
around for CENTURIES. And then on Friday night, you realise whilst
trying to watch the television news AND write FoxTails that you are
older than the Prime Minister. Not only this one but the one who's down
to succeed him.

And after the weather forecast, which is all wet, wet, wet for Saturday
and Sunday, so no polishing the cat or hoovering the lawn, you slide into
Friday Night with JonathanWoss and you discover late in the show that
you're older than Sir Alan flippin’ Sugar. (Sorry, no disrespect intended

QUESTION AT AN EXHIBITION

What are the red spots on your nameplates cards?
A:They hold the nameplates on to the cards, sir.
Q: Oh.Why?




WESTERN
ROLL-CALL

HAND-FINISHED, FINE-ETCHED
NAMEPLATES & NUMBERPLATES BY FOX

Many of you will be aware that we are in the
process of manufacturing 4mm/00 nameplate
and numberplate sets for as many of the
Standard Gauge British lovomotives as is practical. It
is our hope that we shall have completed this task within the

next couple of years.We started in 1992, so it's not a quick fix!

A similar period back in time we actually published a catalogue of the
range as it stood in 2004/5, but we quickly realised that this would
become outdated too soon.We have resisted the temptation to repeat
the excercise at the moment - it is simply too expensive in time and
money to produce a 40-odd page tome that will have only a very limited
life, especially compared with our transfer catalogues’ everlasting nature.

We propose therefore to run this feature in FoxTails which should, each
issue, highlight the plates for one steam-era class and one diesel/electric
class. Obviously, the listings for modern traction will be somewhat more
fragmented than those for the heritage locos which are, so to speak

The prices shown are the pre-increase prices, which we will hold as long
as possible. But the increases must be phased in during the coming
months. If you are not buying now, please check the prices with us
before you do so if after 31 July.

GW1 : Brass nameplates and cabside numberplates with black

ground : £7.95
. As GW1 but with plinths to nameplates in GW Green £9.95

. Brass nameplates and cabside numberplates with black
ground but with the nameplate plinths in GWR green, lined-
out in orange : £11.90

BR1 : As GWR1, but with the addition of a stainless steel smokebox
numberplate : £9.95

BR2 : As BR1 but with plinths to nameplates in BR Green  £9.95

BR3 : As GWR 2, but with the addition of a stainless steel smokebox
numberplate, and the plinths in BR green, lined out in
orange :

GwW2
GW3

£13.90
The Grange class list is as follows :

cast in stone. (Actually, in the main, they are cast in brass!!l)

6800 ARLINGTON GRANGE
6801 AYLBURTON GRANGE
6802 BAMPTON GRANGE
6803 BUCKLEBURY GRANGE
6804 BROCKINGTON GRANGE
6805 BROUGHTON GRANGE
6806 BLACKWELL GRANGE
6807 BIRCHWOOD GRANGE
6808 BEENHAM GRANGE
6809 BURGHCLERE GRANGE
6810 BLAKEMERE GRANGE
6811 CRANBOURNE GRANGE
6812 CHESFORD GRANGE
6813 EASTBURY GRANGE
6814 ENBORNE G RANGE
6815 FRILFORD GRANGE
6816 FRANKTON GRANGE
6817 GWENDDWR GRANGE
6818 HARDWICK GRANGE

6820 KINGSTONE GRANGE
6821 LEATON GRANGE

6822 MANTON GRANGE
6823 OAKLEY GRANGE

6824 ASHLEY GRANGE

6825 LLANVAIR GRANGE
6826 NANNERTH GRANGE
6827 LLANFRECHFA GRANGE
6828 TRELLECH GRANGE
6829 BURMINGTON GRANGE
6830 BUCKENHILL GRANGE
6831 BEARLEY GRANGE
6832 BROCKTON GRANGE
6833 CALCOT GRANGE

6834 DUMMER GRANGE
6835 EASTHAM GRANGE
6836 ESTEVARNEY GRANGE
6837 FORTHAMPTON GRANGE
6838 GOODMOOR GRANGE

6840 HAZELEY GRANGE
6841 MARLAS GRANGE

6842 NUNHOLD GRANGE
6843 POULTON GRANGE
6844 PENHYDD GRANGE
6845 PAVILAND GRANGE
6846 RUCKLEY GRANGE
6847 TIDMARSH GRANGE
6848 TODDINGTON GRANGE
6849 WALTON GRANGE

6850 CLEEVE GRANGE

6851 HURST GRANGE

6852 HEADBOURNE GRANGE
6853 MOREHAMPTON GRANGE
6854 ROUNDHILL GRANGE
6855 SAIGHTON GRANGE
6856 STOWE GRANGE

6857 TUDOR GRANGE

6858 WOOLSTON GRANGE

6860 ABERPORTH GRANGE
6861 CRYNANT GRANGE
6862 DERWENT GRANGE
6863 DOLHYWEL GRANGE
6864 DYMOCK GRANGE
6865 HOPTON GRANGE
6866 MORFA GRANGE
6867 PETERSTON GRANGE
6868 PENRHOS GRANGE
6869 RESOLVEN GRANGE
6870 BODICOTE GRANGE
6871 BOURTON GRANGE
6872 CRAWLEY GRANGE
6873 CARADOC GRANGE
6874 HAUGHTON GRANGE
6875 HINDFORD GRANGE
6876 KINGSLAND GRANGE
6877 LLANFAIR GRANGE
6878 LONGFORD GRANGE

6819 HIGHNAM GRANGE 6839 HEWELL GRANGE

6859 YIEWSLEY GRANGE 6879 OVERTON GRANGE

COULDTHIS BETHE BEGINNING OF A FOX CRUSADE?

TWY :THE
END IS NIGH!

AND OTHER MATTERS

For more years than | care to think about, Fox have
received every quarter a copy of the restricted-circulation
journal ‘Tonbridge West Yard News', a slim publication like
FoxTails, spawned by the creator of the layout of the same
name and featuring the exploits of a certain much-
travelled ‘Mr Wade' and his colleagues who right royally
have entertained exhibition goers with what must surely
be one of the top handful of diesel and electric layouts
of the last decade or so.

| mention this for two reasons. First because the layout
is allegedly reaching its ‘sell-by’ date and is worth trying
to see at two of its last appearances - 8/9 September.
Rainham (Chatham) and 20/21 October at Uckfield.

Second because an article in the latest issue caught my
eye : the subject of the P4 track gauge debate. Now |
realise that little in model railways could have any less
bearing on railway liveries than track gauges. But when
you consider to what ends many 4mm/00 modellers will
go to achieve precise replicas in miniature (in all other
respects) of locos, coaches and freight vehicles, the fact
that the rail on which these models run are a massive
2mme-plus too close together seems to pass relatively
ignored.The reasons why have been documented for years.

But | am left with the firm belief that now is the time to
do something about it. Possibly a petition to Peco? That
august organisation obviously is a good starting point -
they introduced their finer scale 00 track system some
years ago and it seems to have become well established.
Most manufacturers will go all out to please their customers
if they believe there is a return in the offing. More to the
point, if several hundred potential customers agreed to
pay-up in advance to the project, in return, say, for
discounted prices on given volumes of purchases - a sort
of subscription scheme - would there be a chance that
model railways would forge ahead with real precision?



Class 52'Westerns'

All sets include a pair of matching number plates and works plates in
etched stainless steel, and D1000 incorporates the ‘cast’ Lion & Wheel
totem carried solely by that engine. All plates are available in black and
seven are available also in red for fitting to those engines which carried
the green livery. Modellers should check with authoritative references
before ordering. Maroon and Rail blue liveries carried black background
plates; green liveries carried red background plates.

FEP D1000 £7.95 balance of class £7.25

FEP D1000 WESTERN ENTERPRISE  crest, black
FEP D1001 WESTERN PATHFINDER  black
FEP D1002 WESTERN EXPLORER black
FEP D1002 WESTERN EXPLORER red
FEP D1003 WESTERN PIONEER black
FEP D1003 WESTERN PIONEER red
FEP D1004 WESTERN CRUSADER black
FEP D1004 WESTERN CRUSADER red
FEP D1005 WESTERN VENTURER black
FEP D1006 WESTERN STALWART black
FEP D1007 WESTERN TALISMAN black
FEP D1008 WESTERN HARRIER black
FEP D1009 WESTERN INVADER black
FEP D1010 WESTERN CAMPAIGNER  black
FEP D1011 WESTERN THUNDERER  black
FEP D1012 WESTERN FIREBRAND black
FEP D1013 WESTERN RANGER black
FEP D1014 WESTERN LEVIATHAN black
FEP D1015 WESTERN CHAMPION black
FEP D1016 WESTERN GLADIATOR black
FEP D1017 WESTERN WARRIOR black
FEP D1018 WESTERN BUCCANEER  black
FEP D1019 WESTERN CHALLENGER  black
FEP D1020 WESTERN HERO black
FEP D1021 WESTERN CAVALIER black
FEP D1022 WESTERN SENTINEL black
FEP D1023 WESTERN FUSILIER black
FEP D1024 WESTERN HUNTSMAN  black
FEP D1025 WESTERN GUARDSMAN  black
FEP D1026 WESTERN CENTURION  black
FEP D1027 WESTERN LANCER black
FEP D1028 WESTERN HUSSAR black
FEP D1029 WESTERN LEGIONAIRE  (Until 1967) black
FEP D1029 WESTERN LEGIONNAIRE  black
FEP D1030 WESTERN MUSKETEER  black
FEP D1031 WESTERN RIFLEMAN black

FEP D1032 WESTERN MARKSMAN  black
FEP D1033 WESTERN TROOPER black
FEP D1034 WESTERN DRAGOON black
FEP D1035 WESTERN YEOMAN black
FEP D1035 WESTERN YEOMAN red

FEP D1036 WESTERN EMPEROR black
FEP D1036 WESTERN EMPEROR red

FEP D1037 WESTERN EMPRESS black
FEP D1037 WESTERN EMPRESS red

FEP D1038 WESTERN SOVEREIGN black
FEP D1038 WESTERN SOVEREIGN red

FEP D1039 WESTERN KING black
FEP D1040 WESTERN QUEEN black
FEP D1041 WESTERN PRINCE black
FEP D1042 WESTERN PRINCESS black
FEP D1043 WESTERN DUKE black
FEP D1044 WESTERN DUCHESS black
FEP D1045 WESTERN VISCOUNT black
FEP D1046 WESTERN MARQUIS black
FEP D1047 WESTERN LORD black
FEP D1048 WESTERN LADY black
FEP D1049 WESTERN MONARCH black
FEP D1050 WESTERN RULER black
FEP D1051 WESTERN AMBASSADOR  black
FEP D1052 WESTERN VICEROY black
FEP D1053 WESTERN PATRIARCH black
FEP D1054 WESTERN GOVERNOR black
FEP D1055 WESTERN ADVOCATE black
FEP D1056 WESTERN SULTAN black
FEP D1057 WESTERN CHIEFTAIN black
FEP D1058 WESTERN NOBLEMAN  black
FEP D1059 WESTERN EMPIRE black
FEP D1060 WESTERN DOMINION black
FEP D1061 WESTERN ENVOY black
FEP D1062 WESTERN COURIER black
FEP D1063 WESTERN MONITOR black
FEP D1064 WESTERN REGENT black
FEP D1065 WESTERN CONSORT black
FEP D1066 WESTERN PREFECT black
FEP D1067 WESTERN DRUID black
FEP D1068 WESTERN RELIANCE black
FEP D1069 WESTERN VANGUARD black
FEP D1070 WESTERN GAUNTLET black
FEP D1071 WESTERN RENOWN black
FEP D1072 WESTERN GLORY black
FEP D1073 WESTERN BULWARK black

MAIL MATTERS

POSTAGE RATES

ACTUALLY CHANGED

LAST AUGUST,AND THIS APRIL

Based on the fact that recently we have received several items of post
which were mailed carrying insufficient value in stamps we assume that
there are modellers out there who are unaware of the changes to Royal
Mail's charges.These were introduced TEN MONTHS AGO.August 2006.
And further increases were implemented in April this year.

Let me explain what happens when you send us (or anyone else) a
piece of mail with insufficient stamps on it. We get a card through the
door which informs us that your piece of mail is waiting to be collected
at the local office of Royal Mail, and that there’s a fine to be paid. Plus
the unpaid postage. This recently has amounted to a total of £1.06 per
item and only serves to increase our costs.

MAIL :WE NOW ALL HAVE TO
PAY FOR THICKNESS AND SIZE.AS WELL ASWEIGHT.
UNDERPAID POSTAGE.

STAMP IT OUT.

We reproduce below the basic details of thickness, as well as length,
breadth and weight of the envelope, packet or package which you send
to us, and the Royal Mail prices for each (UK Inland addresses only).

Weight up to  First Class Second Class

LETTER - Max 240mm (L) x 165mm (W) x 5mm (D)
100g £0.34 £0.2

LARGE LETTER - Max 353mm (L) x 250mm (W) x 25mm (D)

100g £0.48 £0.40
2509 £0.70 £0.60
5009 £0.98 £0.83
7509 £142 £1.20
PACKET - Over 353mm (L) x 250mm (W) x 25mm (D)
100g £1.09 £0.92
2509 £1.38 £1.20
5009 £184 £152
7509 £2.38 £1.92
1kg* £2.92 £2.30
1.25kg £4.25 n/a
Each extra 250g £0.75 n/a

*maximum weight for second class is 1kg




ABOUT
CONTACTING
FOX BY PHONE

We do not have a vast ‘call centre’ with banks of ‘representatives’
just waiting for your call. At most, three people who can help
you. If our lines (a maximum of three, and only at certain times
of day) are busy, please try again.We NEVER deliberately leave
the phone off the hook.We may sometimes get depressed -
NEVER suicidal!

We cannot currently offer an evening or night-time service (for
the insomniacs amongst you. Much work of an uninterruptible
nature is carried out during evenings.) Our phones are manned
Monday to Friday (and the majority of Saturdays) as shown on
the front of this copy of FoxTails.

We are obviously contactable by mail, and fax, email and our
website which are available 24/7/365. Of course.

The features on tniS page will hopefully answer
some of the most frequently asked questions
put to us by our customers.We'll try and run
further features in future issues.

www.fox-transfers.co.uk

THE FOX WEBSITE :
UPDATE

While we knew that rebuilding www.fox-transfers.co.uk
would be something of a big job when we took the plunge
last year, | don't believe that we realised just what a daunting
operation it would be.The current site was originally set
up in the 1990s, and over the last nine years or so it has
evolved - a gradual process which contrasts markedly with
the relative speed which work has taken over the last nine
months!

Of course, our regular readers may have cottoned on
already to the amount of time we're committing to Operation
Picture. This issue of FoxTalils is nearly two months late
(although we don't usually fix a precise period between
each new publishing date) and our flow of new products
has inevitably slowed as computer time is largely occupied

WHY WE ARE NOT
'FRANCHISING' THE
FOX EXHIBITION OPERATION

Yes, it has been suggested on several occasions over the last few
months, that we should ‘get someone to do the exhibitions for
us’. Er, no thank you.We would much rather our customers
benefitted from our product knowledge and the experience we
have gained over two decades than have some comedian let
loose on them who doesn’t know a totem from a cabside
numberplate. If that means only being contactable ‘remotely’ (by
phone or mail etc) then so be it. Thousands of people are finding
it makes sense.We hope that many thousands more will do so
in future.

After all, how many of our Australian, New Zealand or American
customers have bought from us at exhibitions? You can be sure
we're doing our best to improve the quality of your contact with
us.All the time. Everyday. Even when we've got out of bed the
wrong side.

You could look on it as being part of our Mission Statement.

by the conversion of artwork and its uploading onto the
new site. So our production schedules have had to be
modified more than a little, and multi-tasking has become
the norm for another of our team.Thank goodness for
flexibility.

Over the last few months the intensity of the work has
escalated to the extent that each four weeks we are
spending around 100 hours doing the work.And a
correspondingly huge allocation of our wage bill. (There’s
no such thing as a free lunch.) Not only converting computer
originals so that they'll be halfway decent representations
of the transfer sheets (not easy when many are white logos
and typographics on pale blue paper). But also scanning
and converting ‘old-fashioned’ conventional artwork which
never made it to computer in the first place,

So when, we hear you ask, will the new site be ready for
viewing? Right now, I'm going to have to pass on that one.
One thing’s for sure.You'll know about it when it is ready
to go live.

|-

YOU’RE NOT ONLINE,

KEEP AN EYE

OPEN FOR OUR HALF PAGE
ADS IN HORNBY MAGAZINE
RAILWAY MODELLER
GAUGE 0 GUILD GAZETTE
AND OTHER MODELLING
PUBLICATIONS







