
WHEELY GOOD
AERIAL ROTARY EXPERIENCE
LEADS TO DODGY HEADLINE

As a
postscript to the

long Easter weekend running
our stand at the York Model Railway

Show each year, Management and I take the
opportunity of staying over and having a couple of hours at the National
Railway Museum. For ‘Er Indoors, this usually means a sit-down in the
refreshment area near the Royal Trains feature and a coffee and posh
bun (no expense spared) while I perambulate and peruse, taking notes
and dimensions and photographs which may or may not be of use in
creating our livery reproductions. (Watch this space for news of products
we have developed as a result of our ‘out on the loose’ researches!)

This year it had come to our notice (mainly because we could see it
on the skyline from the ring road) that a large ‘wheel’ à la ‘London
Eye’ had been erected on the NRM site and a corporate decision was
made that we would shell out the extremely reasonable asking price
and have a Company Jolly. Actually, it was a Personal Jolly, but no
matter. We were impressed, it has to be said, both with the admission
fee and with the speed with which we got on board despite the queue,
attended to by friendly, civilised staff who actually seemed to know
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what they were doing and who appeared to take pride in doing the job
properly.

Apparently, the great shining white beast had only been commissioned
some six days prior to our visit, so we were obviously among the first
few thousand to venture aboard. Even for a jaded geriatric like me, it
was novel. As we progressed to the top of the circuit, more and more
landmarks came into view. The Racecourse, where we had just spent
the weekend; the Minster, complete with its scaffolding for its £23 million
renovation; (if you happy lensmen want to record the unfettered Minster
for posterity, you’ll have to wait another 10 years, apparently. Or buy
a postcard from the souvenir shop); the Terry’s and Rowntrees chocolate
factories; the great power stations on the horizon at Ferrybridge and
Eggborough, amongst others; and close to hand, the now contracted
railway system around the unique  architecture of the famous station.

I cannot remember how long we were up there, slowly spinning in mid-
air on what was, it has to be said, a somewhat overcast though clear
day. It must have been a good 15-20 minutes. Certainly enough to
expose a roll of film on such absorbing subjects as Virgin Voyagers, GNER
225s and Northern Spirit 158s coming and going on the still-impressive
trackworks below. Final thought. I really must have a
closer look at the van roof. And wash it.

SALE OF THE DECADE : 1
Over the last twenty or so years, we have inevitably amassed a not
inconsiderable amount of material used in the preparation of our transfers
and etched plates.

It has been decreed that much of this material must now vacate its
home and we are therefore making this available to you our customers.

The first batches comprise RAILSCENE VHS format railway videos. All
have been played only a handful of times and are, of course, still in their
containers with original descriptive sleeves. The printing on the spine of
some sleeves has faded slightly, purely and simply because they have
spent 99.9% of their time in quiet repose on our shelves. Each is available
for £5.00 plus P&P of £2.00 but as we only have one of each, you must
order by phone on 01530 242801 or 01530 245618 and pay by
credit/debit card. We cannot accept any other form of transaction.

No1 : AUTUMN 1984 : BR NEWS - Class 150 DMU -WEMBLEY
CRASH - NEW LIVERIES - CAB RIDE HASTINGS TO TONBRIDGE -
MAIN LINE DIESEL : CONSTRUCTION AND INTRODUCTION OF
10,000 - MOORSRAIL : NORTH YORKSHIRE MOORS RAILWAY AND
K1 NO 62005

No 2 : WINTER 1984/1985 : NEW SCOTRAIL LOGOS AND LIVERIES -
CAB RIDE PERTH TO INVERNESS IN A 47-PRESERVATION : SEVERN
VALLEY RAILWAY - THE START OF PRESERVATION OF 35010 ‘BLUE
STAR’ - ENGINE ON SHED : 6170 IN 1936 - BR NEWS - SANTA &
MINCE PIE SPECIALS - BR NEWS

No 3 : SPRING 1985 : NEWCASTLE AND CARLISLE 150 - CAB
RIDE DAWLISH TO TEIGNMOUTH AND OVER DAINTON AND RATTERY
BANKS - PRESERVATION : THE WATERCRESS LINE : MID-HANTS
RAILWAY - THE SOMERSET & DORSET - BR NEWS : PERTH OPEN
DAY : STEAM SPECIALS

No 4 : SUMMER 1985 : BR NEWS - REOPENINGS AND CLOSURES -
CAB RIDE EUSTON TO LIVERPOOL VIA THE OLD CREWE -
PRESERVATION : GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY - ARCHIVE SOUTHERN
STEAM - NEWS : GW150 : STEAM IN SCOTLAND AND THE WEST
COUNTRY

No 5 : AUTUMN 1985 : RAILFREIGHT AND THE NEWPORT Rf
SPECTACULAR - CAB RIDE KING’S CROSS TO YORK - PRESERVATION :
DART VALLEY RAILWAY - ROUNDABOUT 1960 ARCHIVE MATERIAL -
NEW DMUs - LIVERY VARIANTS - STEAM SPECIALS - MORE GW150 -
CLASS 20 PASSENGER WORKINGS

No 6 : WINTER 1985/1986 : ELECTRIFICATION AROUND THE
COUNTRY - CAB RIDE CARLISLE TO SETTLE - STEAM AROUND THE
WORLD : BRAZIL - PRESERVATION : KENT AND EAST SUSSEX - IVO
PETERS ARCHIVE FILM OF THE S & D - GW150 FINALE - STEWARTS
LANE OPEN DAY - APT - CLASS 59 AND LOTS OF STEAM FEATURES

No 7 : SPRING 1986 : CLASS 59 AND OTHER AGGREGATE STORIES -
BBC ON MID-HANTS - CAB RIDE PORTSMOUTH TO CARDIFF
INCLUDING CENTENARIAN SEVERN TUNNEL - DUTCH WEEKEND :
EM2s IN HOLLAND - PRESERVATION : KEIGHLEY AND WORTH
VALLEY RAILWAY - CAM CAMWELL ARCHIVE FILM - STEAM AROUND
THE WORLD : SOUTH AFRICA - NEWS WITH ROYAL ALBERT BRIDGE,
GREEN ARROW, EVENING STAR AND BARMOUTH BRIDGE RE-
OPENING.

SIGNS OF
THE TIMES?
Strange, isn’t it, that when we are all supposed to be making better use
of public transport, we sometimes cannot find directions to enable us
to do just that? In Skipton, North Yorkshire, for instance, at the end of
October 2006, I could not find, try as I might, directions to the railway
station either from the town centre, or from the by-pass on the outskirts
of this ‘gateway to the dales’ which boasts a well-renovated station
(which is actually rather impressive and a good advertisement for modern
rail travel) and a superb, frequent service of modern electric units into
the West Yorkshire connurbation. Not so much as a white double arrow.
Anywhere. Or a simple ‘Station’ sign. Not a sausage (or a Double Sausage,
come to that.) Plenty of signs for the Canal Trips (which are very good,
by the way.)

Pity, really, because the station is not quite in the middle of town, and
I had to use my knowledge of railways - I followed the line of overhead
catenary masts - until I discovered the objective!



CHRISTMAS
AND NEW YEAR
Sorry, everyone, but this will be the last FOXTAILS
until 2007, caused purely by late-running staff
holidays, the Warley National Show at the
beginning of December and the preparations
for that event, a simply huge mount of research
work, artwork and production of both transfer
and etched plate new products, Christmas and
New Year, and the preparations for those events,
as decreed by Management!
So, at the usual risk of being a ‘bit previous’
may we at Fox wish you all

SEASONS
GREETINGS
FOR A HAPPY AND
HEALTHY,
PEACEFUL AND
PROSPEROUS
CHRISTMAS AND
NEW YEAR
Our Mail/Phone/Email/Online order and despatch
facilities will be open right through until the end
of the week before Christmas, but will be closed
from FRIDAY 22 DECEMBER until TUESDAY
2 JANUARY 2007.
PLEASE REMEMBER THAT, WITH THE HUGE
ADDITIONAL AMOUNT OF LETTERS, PACKETS
AND PARCELS HANDLED BY ROYAL MAIL
OVER THE PRE-CHRISTMAS PERIOD, THERE
ARE LIKELY TO BE DELAYS IN MAIL YOU
SEND TO US, AND THAT WE SEND TO YOU!
ALL OUR DESPATCHES WILL GO ‘FIRST CLASS’
TO UK INLAND ADDRESSES, AS USUAL
IF YOU WANT ITEMS
TO MODEL DURING
THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY...
PLEASE _ PLEASE _ PLEASE
MAKE SURE YOU ORDER IN GOOD TIME!
(Not on Christmas Eve!)
So, thank you for your custom this year. We
hope to be able to help you again in 2007.

SHOWTIME :
OUR LAST OUTINGS
JANUARY

14/15 : ST ALBANS : THE CHILTERN MODEL RAILWAY 
ASSOCIATION EXHIBITION At the
Alban Arena in the centre of St Albans.
Meet Fox in the Foyer

28/29 : SOUTHAMPTON :SOUTHAMPTON MODEL RAILWAY 
SOCIETY PRESENT THEIR ANNUAL
SHOW At the Eastpoint Centre,
Burgoyne Road, Thornhill. It’s just off the 
Portsmouth-bound M27 for those of you 
travelling from afar.

FEBRUARY

3/4 : STAFFORD : AT THE LARGER VENUE OF THE STAFFORD
COUNTY SHOWGROUND On the A518 
Stafford - Uttoxeter Road. This is a really 
rejuvenated event which has now been 
staged for many years. This year is the Club’s
Golden Jubilee

23/24/25 : GLASGOW : THE SCOTTISH EXHIBITION AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRE - SECC - Is again
the venue for the biggest show north of the
border. Easily reached by both public and 
private transport.

APRIL

7/8/9 : YORK AT EASTER :ON SEVERAL FLOORS OF THE 
NEW KNAVESMIRE STAND AT YORK 
RACECOURSE, ALMOST IN THE CITY 
ITSELF. Only a fairly short walk from the 
Railway Station and with plenty of FREE
car parking, this definitely is a ‘must do’ for
the Easter weekend.

14/15 : SHEPSHED : AT THE HIND LEYS COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE, FOREST STREET, SHEPSHED, 
NEAR LOUGHBOROUGH,
LEICESTERSHIRE.For those of you with
Sat Nav, the postcode is LE12 9DB.
For poor motorists, it’s just a couple of miles
from Junction 23 of the M1!

MAY

12 : READING : THE ASSOCIATION OF LARGER SCALE 
RAILWAY MODELLERS present their 
ABSOLUTELY HUGE extravaganza at the
Rivermead Leisure Centre. It’s for one day
- it’s a Saturday - and that, as they say, will
be that! (Please read the rest of the 
newsletter for an explanation of that!)

SPACESHIPS HAVE ARRIVED...
AND IT’S NOTHING TO DO WITH CAPTAIN KIRK

We hardly need to tell you that Bachmann have had another success story
with their models of the British Railways Class 9F 2-10-0 locos. In our own
way, our livery components have been, and continue to be, successful too. We’ve
just made another batch of stainless steel smokebox numberplates for the
whole class and these, together with our hand-finished, fine-etched brass
nameplate sets for 92220 EVENING STAR, 92203 BLACK PRINCE and  92007
are going out rapidly. 92220’s set includes a pair of the commemorative plaques
fitted below the nameplates. We produced a specific lining set for EVENING
STAR in its unique orange/black/orange lined green livery some years ago, and
our demonstration model featured in our exhibition display cabinet for a long
time. Until some of the wheels fell off! Fortunately, this did not prevent the
transfers selling rather well.
FEP 92203 BLACK PRINCE set : £5.95 + p/p
FEP 92007 MORNING STAR set : £5.95 + p/p
FEP 92220 EVENING STAR set : £6.95 + p/p
(Above sets each include a stainless steel smokebox numberplate.)
FRH 4052 EVENING STAR loco and tender specific lining set in
orange/black/orange, plus cabside numbersets, power classification and blue
route availability dots : £10.95 + p/p. Also in 7mm/0, FRH 7052 : £22.75.

Oh, and in case you didn’t know, the term ‘Spaceship’ refers to the unusual
amount of ‘space’ showing beneath the frames and above the driving wheels.
Just another bit of useless information supplied at no extra charge!



WARLEY AT THE NEC 2006
Well, the Warley National Model Railway Exhibition has come and gone
yet again. It hardly seems possible, given the months of preparation,
that it should all be over in the twinkling of an eye.

As those who visited the Fox stand will be aware, I managed to sustain
some damage immediately prior to the show, whilst loading our van
(with a box of Fox Drinking Devices) on the Friday morning. Thanks to
our local GP and his nurses, the flow of blood was staunched and repairs
effected in short order. I assumed the appearance of a religious zealot
until the following Tuesday, when my cranium was transformed to give
the impression that I had been the victim of low-flying wildlife. Incidentally,
Management was not amused by the many suggestions that she had
abused me with the frying pan. (I assure you, I can outrun most frying
pans, even with MY size.)

Whilst I cannot share the Warley Club’s enthusiasm for using Hall 1 at
the NEC - at least from an exhibitor’s point of view - the entire operation,
especially during breakdown on the Sunday, did seem to go reasonably
well. Although I daresay there will be some of my fellow exhibitors who
would not entirely agree.

For the Warley club, the 2006 event was their most successful to date,
with the visitor numbers exceeding all previous records. For Fox, it was
our most successful exhibition ever, and we are only sorry that our stocks
of some nameplate products were insufficient to meet the demands
of our customers. We are rectifying that without delay and already the
back orders for these items have been despatched by First Class Mail.
We cannot do much about satisfying demands for items we’ve not yet
made, but it is more than a little frustrating to know that you just have
not packed sufficient of what is ready!

As the furore dies down, decision time arrives. And while I appreciate
the wisdom of saying ‘Never say never’ it is likely that the 2006 event
will be our last Warley National.

So a big thankyou to Alf Fantham, Warley Chairman, Paul Jones, Exhibition
Manager and all those connected with the organisation and running of
the fourteen NEC exhibitions. The friendship and assistance shown to
us is much appreciated, as we have been at pains to emphasise. We
shall miss ‘doing the NEC’, just as we shall notice the gap caused by
not exhibiting at other venues. We feel the time is now overdue for us
to be able to allocate a fairer amount of time and attention to all our
customers by operating exclusively from our Leicestershire base.

THE 2007 SHOWS
We provide in this issue of FoxTails a listing of all those exhibitions to
which we hope to take our stand in the Winter and Spring of 2007.
Our final outing - to the Association of Larger Scale Railway Modellers’
event at the Rivermead Leisure Centre in Reading on Saturday 12 May
- will complete twenty years of the Fox roadshow. In those early years
we were actually FMR, but the people and the products were the same,
although in the first shows there were only around 100 of the latter!
That figure has now grown to some 14,000, and is still growing.

We hope we shall meet again all those who have become friends over
the two decades. If not, give us a call and come and visit us and buy
your requirements at

4 HILL LANE CLOSE, MARKFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, MARKFIELD,
LEICESTERSHIRE - only a couple of minutes from M1, Junction 22.

A VERY SPECIAL
THANK-YOU
To Bob Farrell. And to Mike Fraser. And to Steve Wheatcroft. Who have
provided invaluable support to Jenni and me, not only at Warley NEC
but at other shows around the country. They know how much it has
meant to us.

REVAMPED ROYALS
This year, the new Royal Train locos 67005 Queen’s Messenger and
67006 Royal Sovereign were fitted with revised EWS logo plates in
alloy/black ground beneath the second man’s windows. These plates
have now been incorporated into our Class 67 Royal stainless steel sets
to enable modellers to re-create those locos, or simply to embellish the
models introduced by Hornby. They can be used to re-create either the
2006 status, or the pre-2006 livery; each costs £9.95 and provides a
total of FOURTEEN individual plates from nameplates and numberplates
to facsimiles of the Royal Appointment crests. In addition to the
Class 67 Royal loco plates, we also make those for the two Class 47
locos - Prince William (47798) and Prince Henry (47799) which
progressively assumed several claret-based liveries. Originally in Res
(Rail express systems) and then in EWS, with ancillary plates added
later in their lives. Each loco set is £8.95, and add-on ancillary plates
are £4.95.

Please add £1.00 UK Inland packing and postage. Overseas on
application.

YOU WANT TRAIN
HEADBOARDS?
WE’VE GOT TRAIN
HEADBOARDS IN PROFUSION.
The following is part of our Catalogue Listing of our 4mm/00 Etched
Stainless Steel or Brass Train Headboards. The balance will be shown
in future issues of FoxTails.

British Railways Standard (Plain) Design Train Headboards

Western Region
FEP HB 001 THE BRISTOLIAN black 013
FEP HB 002 THE BRISTOLIAN red 013
FEP HB 003 CAMBRIAN COAST EXPRESS black 013
FEP HB 004 CAPITALS UNITED EXPRESS black 013
FEP HB 005 CHELTENHAM SPA EXPRESS black 013
FEP HB 006 THE CORNISHMAN black 013
FEP HB 007 THE CORNISHMAN red 013
FEP HB 008 CORNISH RIVIERA black 013
FEP HB 009 THE DEVONIAN black 013
FEP HB 010 THE DEVONIAN red 013
FEP HB 011 THE INTER-CITY black 013
Yes, pre-dating HSTs by quite a few years!
FEP HB 012 THE MAYFLOWER black 013
FEP HB 013 THE MERCHANT VENTURER black 013
FEP HB 014 PEMBROKE COAST EXPRESS black 013
FEP HB 015 THE RED DRAGON black 013
FEP HB 016 THE RED DRAGON red 013
FEP HB 017 THE SOUTH WALES PULLMAN black 013
FEP HB 018 TORBAY EXPRESS black 013
FEP HB 019 THE WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE black 013
London Midland Region
FEP HB 020 THE COMET black 013
FEP HB 021 THE COMET red 013
FEP HB 022 CUNARD SPECIAL black 013
FEP HB 023 CUNARD SPECIAL red 013
FEP HB 024 THE DEVONIAN black 013
FEP HB 025 THE DEVONIAN red 013
FEP HB 026 THE EMERALD ISLE EXPRESS black 013
FEP HB 027 THE EMERALD ISLE EXPRESS red 013
FEP HB 028 EMPRESS VOYAGER black 013
FEP HB 029 EMPRESS VOYAGER red 013
FEP HB 030 THE IRISH MAIL black 013
FEP HB 031 THE IRISH MAIL red 013
FEP HB 032 THE LAKES EXPRESS black 013
FEP HB 033 THE LAKES EXPRESS red 013
FEP HB 034 THE LANCASTRIAN black 013
FEP HB 035 THE LANCASTRIAN red 013
FEP HB 036 THE MANCUNIAN black 013
FEP HB 037 THE MANCUNIAN red 013
EP HB 038 THE MANXMAN black 013
FEP HB 039 THE MANXMAN red 013
FEP HB 166 THE MASTER CUTLER black 013
FEP HB 167 THE MASTER CUTLER red 013

Price Code 013 is £3.95



THE BACKGROUND.

As many of you will be aware, Fox Transfers has a website -
www.fox-transfers.co.uk. Indeed we’ve had this site for around
seven years, and over that time, rather like Topsy, it’s growed!
Like many things these days, it’s now showing it’s age to some
extent. Don’t forget, it was designed in the 90s : a case of
‘yesterday’s technology is obsolete - 1990s technology is pre-
historic’.

To be fair, we were somewhat virginal at the outset. We more
or less knew what we wanted our website to do : viz: lay out
our ‘stall’ for our potential customers and enable them to
make their selections, and easily - AND SECURELY - place
their orders. We wanted it to be a good ambassador of our
little business. And to be everything to all men. And women.

Operations inevitably got off to a relatively slow start. New
and old customers alike seemed to like the site. “Simply
superb. Best thing since the wheel”. And we were lulled into
a false sense of something akin to ‘It’ll Be Alright on the Night’.

Then, the level of enquiries following forays onto the site began
to increase. And the requests for illustrations of the products
to be included. Much was mulled over, over many months.

And, nutshell-wise, we realised that we were trying to do our
own equivalent of splitting the atom or solving the meaning
of life. Not only were our potential customers possessed of
a vast span of knowledge of computers and the internet
(from little or nothing, like the writer, upwards) but their
knowledge of British railway liveries traversed from the
extremely sparse to the highly comprehensive.

THE DILEMMAS.

We had taken on board, especially over recent years, the
comments regarding the illustration of our products on the
website and had had to relegate them to the back burner.
We were naturally unwilling to allow 20 years work and its
associated cost to become freely available without the
opportunity to first recoup those costs.

The cost of implementing the re-preparation of images so
that they were in recognisable form, and their uploading,
would have to be the responsibility of one person, who was
already fully occupied. And that was only for the 6,000 or so
decal sheet images, some of which are extremely complex
to boot. To bring someone in from ‘outside’ would dramatically
increase the cost and would incur the risk of introducing an
unacceptably high error factor owing to that person’s inevitable

lack of knowledge of Fox Transfers’ products and their
applications.

We had already spent many, many thousands of pounds
producing our library of Everlasting, Illustrated ‘hard copy’
Catalogues which many customers regard as a useful addenda
to their work benches. And now we were faced with the
challenge of going back to Square One to start the whole
process again, but in a medium in which we were not fluent.
Somehow, if we were to continue to exist, we should need to
find solutions to these problems. And on a minimal budget.

THE SOLUTIONS. WE HOPE.

As we go to press with this issue of FoxTails, we are starting
to get to grips with the nitty-gritty of the situation. These are
our guide areas : ILLUSTRATIONS : These will be provided,
depicting our transfer sheets initially, together with expanded
text on the content and application(s) of each item. These
will be created and uploaded in stages, inevitably over quite
a period of time, we currently envisage. Because many of our
sheets are difficult to reproduce even photographically,
comprising as they do white images on a pale blue background,
we shall need to present them in a recognisable but different
format from the originals.

SEARCH FACILITY: This is to be improved to enable viewers
to find what they are after more easily than is currently the
case. The rigid ‘keywords’ whilst perfectly correct will be
elasticised - the best way a beginner like the writer can
describe the operation. Unfortunately, as we have very
frequently discovered from conversations with customers, this
may well be the hardest part of the nut. With all due respect,
knowledge of this subject is not widely held. Even by people
who spend their working lives in the world of railways - model
or otherwise.

LOGIN, REGISTRATION AND SHOPPING BASKET: With the
new format site, potential customers will be able to select
and insert in their ‘shopping baskets’ whatever item or items
they choose without the necessity of first logging in. Such
details as name, address, card data and so forth will then be
added when the shopping expedition has been completed.

IMPROVED NAVIGATION: This, we hope is self-explanatory
and partially will be achieved by the use of what we term
‘Family Trees’, including appropriate dates or periods which
will help you the viewer to more easily define what product
is right for you.

HISTORY ONLINE: Background information will be provided
as separate pages to enable the user, if required, to follow
the appropriate links, rather than congesting the main flow
with what to some will be superfluous data.

FACELIFT: The whole site will be given a complete facelift -
not just for the sake of it - more to render it more graphically
pleasing and easier on the eye and probably closer to what
we had originally subconsciously intended. This will include
features which, in conjuction with the navigational work, will
aid natural movement around the site. And we shall delete
what is not central to the cause! So the speak.

BUT: With 6,000 transfer sets (and growing) and 8,000
etched plate sets (and growing) it is not going to be a quick
fix. Just as quick as we can reasonably make it. So...

DANGER!
MEN AT WORK!
WEBSITE UNDER
RECONSTRUCTION!
BRING OUT THE TRAFFIC
CONES AND THE ORANGE
PLASTIC NETTING AND
DIVERT EVERYTHING WITHIN
500 MILES!

www.fox-transfers.co.uk



THE END OF THE...
TRAIN!
WELL, THAT’S WHERE BRAKE VANS USUALLY GO, ISN’T IT?

A year or two back, we introduced what we call our General Van Pack
(individual scale details shown below) which was designed as a solution
to the problem of marking a few British Railways vans for the 1948-
1968 era. Included are specimen fully-made-up running numbersets
plus tonnages, tare weights, vehicle names, express traffic markings and
lots of other goodies. Each pack will outfit several vehicles, and is a really
useful item to have around. We know. We’ve been told by some of our
customers who do give an honest appraisal of our products.

FRH 2960 : 2mm/N : BR Transition Era General Van Graphics Pack
including VANWIDE, ALE, INSUL-FISH and many more. Includes 30
numbersets and many useful items, including XP, black patches, tares,
wheelbases £4.95

FRH 4960 : 4mm/00 : BR Transition Era General Van Graphics Pack
including VANWIDE, ALE, INSUL-FISH and many more. Includes 30
numbersets and many useful items, including XP, black patches, tares,
wheelbases £4.50

FRH 7960 : 7mm/0 : BR Transition Era General Van Graphics Pack
including VANWIDE, ALE, INSUL-FISH and many more. Includes 30
numbersets and many useful items, inc XP, black patches, tares,
wheelbases £7.95

Now we’ve introduced a similar pack for brake vans which will cover
the vast majority of these vehicles which saw service over the couple
of decades in question.

FRH 2999 : 2mm/N : British Railways Brake Van Livery Pack. Suitable
for most BR built and ex ‘Big Four’ revenue-earning (non-Departmental)
vehicles 1948-1968. Minimum 5 vehicles £5.25

FRH 4999 : 4mm/00 : British Railways Brake Van Livery Pack. Suitable
for most BR built and ex ‘Big Four’ revenue-earning (non-Departmental)
vehicles 1948-1968. Minimum 4 vehicles £5.25

FRH 7999 : 7mm/0 : British Railways Brake Van Livery Pack. Suitable
for most BR built and ex ‘Big Four’ revenue-earning (non-Departmental)
vehicles 1948-1968.  Minimum 2 vehicles £6.75

FRH 10999 ; Gauge 1 : British Railways Brake Van livery Pack. Suitable
for most BR built and ex ‘Big Four’ revenue-earning (non-Departmental)
vehicles 1948-1968. 1 vehicle £6.75

FRH 13999 (2s) : 2.5 inch Gauge : British Railways Brake Van Livery
Pack. Suitable for most BR built and ex ‘Big Four’ revenue-earning (non-
Departmental) vehicles 1948-1968. 1 vehicle £9.75

FRH 20999 (2s) : 3.5 inch Gauge : British Railways Brake Van Livery
Pack. Suitable for most BR built and ex ‘Big Four’ revenue-earning (non-
Departmental) vehicles 1948-1968. 1 vehicle £12.25

FRH 27999 (4s) : 5 inch Gauge : British Railways Brake Van Livery Pack.
Suitable for most BR built and ex ‘Big Four’ revenue-earning (non-
Departmental) vehicles 1948-1968. 1 vehicle £14.25

FRH 38999 (4s) : 7.25 inch Gauge : British Railways Brake Van Livery
Pack. Suitable for most BR built and ex ‘Big Four’ revenue-earning (non-
Departmental) vehicles 1948-1968. 1 vehicle £18.50

CUSTOMER
QUERIES No 392
Q : Could we please have a colour chart of all your modelling paints?

A : ‘Fraid not. The ones that you see in your neighbourhood DIY superstore,
even with current technology, are rather expensive to print, to say the
least. The cost of producing such charts is, of course, included in the
overall cost of producing the paint, and is rather more easily covered
in the millions of litres/gallons made each year.

Modelling paints are made in rather smaller quantities (often only a
litre or two per batch per month, or less) and at £1.80 or £1.95 per
pot, the retail price asked would have to be substantially increased to
cover the cost of printing the charts.

These days, another factor precludes their production, and that is the
number of new shades which are introduced with every new livery. This
means that every chart, at best, would have a ‘life’ of only a few months
before the whole process had to start again.

BUS
STOP
Quite reasonably,
it has been suggested
recently that we
haven’t given much
exposure to our quite
considerable Bus &
Road Transport range
of 1:76 scale transfers.
Correct. Sorry. Well, following
a period of what can best be
described as ‘acclimatisation and
familiarisation’ after we took over the range
of LBC Transfers from Tony Asquith’s Little Bus Company, we haven’t
really been idle.

We’ve managed to introduce no less than 38 new decals. (I think I’ve
got that right. I had to use all my fingers and toes, and borrow some
from friends.) These range from additions to the London Transport
destination blinds series FB RTU65 CHESSINGTON ZOO - EALING, to
FB BRSC7 BRITISH ROAD SERVICES - CONTINENTAL FERRY SERVICE
and FB G90 company fleetnames for SAMUEL LEGARD.

Our Corporation series has been enhanced by FB FS34 BOURNEMOUTH,
FB FS35 GREY GREEN and a set of multicolour gold/shaded corporation-
style numerals so beloved of these organisations. It’s FB FS47. My
colleague Lynda has spent a great many hours this year compiling and
typesetting both the Bus & Road Transport Descriptive Price List (£2.75
post paid First Class to UK addresses) and its companion the Illustrated
Catalogue, a 30 page A4 affair which can come to you, with a Descriptive
Price List, for £8.00 including First Class packing and postage.

Our Cherry Paints service for buses and road transport continues to
grow in popularity. If it continues this way we shall soon be ordering
more stocks than we do of the railway shades. Normally we maintain
adequate quantities to furnish all requirements by return, but even we
get caught off guard when orders come in for larger amounts. I wonder
if they’re being used to paint 1:1 RTs?

LARGER SCALE
RANGE EXTENSION:
FOR BIG BOYS’
BIGGER TOYS
Over recent months, much of our production capacity has been occupied
by the printing of some 95 sheets of transfers for Grouping company
locos (for liveries from 1923 to 1947). They are principally for LNER
and Southern, with a balance of some LMS items, to add to the already
extensive range of GWR loco material printed over the preceding year
or two.

As we go to press with this issue of FoxTails, we are costing each of the
sheets, compiling the descriptions and getting both our Descriptive Price
List and Website entries prepared. We hope to have all this completed
by Christmas, and a new Descriptive Price List for Larger Scales - Gauge
1 through to7.25” Gauge - should be available early in 2007.

The Southern offerings are of the Bulleid era - the late 1930s through
the war to the late 1940s. Should there be sufficient demand, we will
look at producing the earlier Maunsell graphics, but probably only after
we have completed the British Railways standard lining packs for 2.5”
and 5” Gauge, to which we have already committed ourselves. Not to
mention some more coach and wagon items. It is worth noting at this
stage that all material comprising yellow elements is somewhat more
expensive to produce than those which do not. This is due to the poor
opacity of yellow pigments and their ability to provide satisfactory
obliteration of a darker base body shade. This is not peculiar to our
products - it is a generally accepted factor which we have to take into
consideration when we’re preparing our transfers. For this reason we
have to print a layer of white to obliterate the effect of the blacks and
dark and mid greens and maroons and blues which formed almost all
railway livery body colours. (Perversely, although in theory a ‘lighter’
colour, white has more enhanced covering properties than yellow.) The
production of the transfers therefore involves artwork, film and print
runs just to include this necessary component. Hence their higher price.


