THE RAZOR-EDGE RAILCARS
A SIMPLE CASE OF WORKING
CLOSELY WITH A MANUFACTURER

When Dave Brewer of Tower Models told us last year that he would
be producing a Tower Brass model of the well-known GWR second
series of railcars - the Razor-Edges - it seemed like a good idea to
work in harmony with him to produce sets of transfers. Apart from
exchanging/borrowing plans, pictures and books, we felt a ‘site visit’
to see one of the remaining vehicles would add to our detail knowledge
and we duly headed south to the Didcot Railway Centre adjacent to
Didcot mainline station for a day’s photography allied to copious use
of the notebook, pen and measuring device.

In due course, Dave's prototypes arrived from the other side of the
world, and our transfers completed printing in Markfield, Leicestershire.
At the time of going to press, we've finished the two sets of GWR
transfers - for the passenger version (FRH 7110 7mm/0) and for the
Express Parcels version (FRH 7110/10), each priced at £19.75.The
4mm/00 version comprises both passenger and Express Parcels in
the one pack : FRH 4110, £10.75 plus usual p&p, and can be used
to refurbish the Lima products which were on the market some years
ago. Each pack comprises sufficient lining to complete one model,
together with numbersets to use at your choice and ‘shirtbutton’
roundels as the real vehicles.

By the time FoxTails 25 is published, we should also have completed
the packs for both the British Railways principal liveries - the
carmine/carmine and cream (blood 'n’ custard) and the later green
colourway, with speed whiskers. These should be on sale at Guildex
at Telford and at Scaleforum at Leatherhead.

JUST TO PROVETHAT WE DO
LISTENTOYOU

AND SOMETIMES WE EVEN ACT ON
YOUR SUGGESTIONS & COMPLAINTS

Over the eight years since the Fox Transfers website came into being,
we've had a great many compliments on the site - its presentation,
it's ease of use and, of course, sheer amazement at the number of
products available to buy.

However, we've also had criticism, in some cases extremely terse, to-
the-bone remarks. Some just plain bI**dy rude, more than hinting that
we were imperfect in every respect. Right. So, as always, we have taken
the adverse stuff on board and, when and where possible, corrected
or improved the particular feature. But eventually, one gets to a point
where detail change becomes impractical, especially given that our
website was so (relatively) old and virtually ‘old technology’. Added to
which we really had no idea how many potential customers had
logged-on, looked and loped-off without our being aware that they
had a problem with the site.

After discussing the subject many times and to as great a depth as
we were able, we decided to throw the challenge back to our web
designer who had dfter all gathered a further eight years experience
by solving other clients’ countless problems. From conversations we
had had with numerous customers, it was obvious that the re-born
site really would have to be ‘all things to all men’- it would have to
be as easy-to-use by new-to-modelling-new-to-computers beginners
as it would to long term, computer-completely-literate potential
customers. A tall order? We shall see.The work required is now in
progress and, we hope, will be completed in the not-too-distant future.
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FASTLINE FREIGHT:
THE DECALS ARE HERE!

7mm/0 : F 7788:
| loco : £12.70

HAPPY-SNAP BY MR FRASER,
4mm/00 : F 4788 : MICHAEL OF THAT ILK, INTHE
| loco : £7.70 DEPTHS OF RUGBY STATION AT
DEAD OF NIGHT. (AND WHAT ELSE
2mm/N: WEREYOU DOING WHILST
| loco : £7.70 UNSUPERVISED, MAY WE ASK?!!!)

As we intimated in FoxTails 23 - the May 2006 issue - we were about
to introduce sets of transfers that included white and yellow diagonal
flashes. Well, to those in the know from a modern image point of view,
the answer was fairly obvious.And thanks to our new friends at Jarvis
Fastline Freight we were able to complete the appropriate Class 56
livery transfers and announce them at the Diesel & Electric *Modellers
United event at Burton-on-Trent at the beginning of June. Not only that,
thanks to some very rapid | I'th hour work by our good friend Bob
Farrell, a suitably-adorned model was occupying pride of place in our
display cabinet that weekend.

We have listed the packs above : each will complete one loco.And we
have included alternative numbersets for 56301 and 56302, plus
sufficient additional TOPS numbering for 56303 and for any other locos
which may be added to the fleet. Finally, apart from the Fastline logos
and diagonal yellow and white flashes, we have included orange cantrail
lining and the latest design of overhead live wire warning flash.

The paints for this livery have been produced by H Marcel Guest for
RailMatch and, anticipating the compulsory changeover in the next few
years, are of the acrylic or water-based type, although the Network
Rail Sunshine Yellow (which replaces the 2002-introduced Warning
Yellow) is still an enamel paint. References are :

RM 272 : Network Rail Sunshine Yellow (loco fronts).

RM 2273 : Jarvis Blue/Grey (loco lower bodysides below cab window
panel level).

RM 2274 : Jarvis Black’ (loco bodyside grilles, upper body and roof).

All are £1.80 per jarlet': the enamels are of the usual | 5ml size while
the acrylics are of 18ml content.They are available from Fox Transfers
by Phone/Fax/Mail/Email or Online ordering as usual.

MORE MODERN IMAGE NEWS

The everincreasing range of 4mm/00 Fine-etched, Hand-Finished Plates
is in the process of growing even faster over the summer months.

37411 CASTELL CAERFFILI/ICAERPHILLY CASTLE
(GWR-style plates in brass) £5.25

66715  VALOUR £7.25

66707  Sir Sam Fay £7.25 (Both special designs with multi-colour
Great Central Railway crests)

37425  Pride of the Valleys/Balchder y Cymoedd £5.25

37417  Richard Trevithick £4.25

60052  Glofa Twr £4.95

plus nearly 200 other modern image subjects for Classes 37,47, 56,
60, 66, 86, 87 and 90.The full list will, we hope, be available in hard
copy form by the end of the year. In the meantime we are getting each
entered on our secure-shopping website as quickly as possible.

(Just to be sure we've got enough stocks for the new season, we've also
re-run our full classes of Warships, Westerns, Class 50s and Class 60s.
Indeed, some of these are going out so fast, we're going to have to re-
run them yet again before too long!

SHOWTIME

We re-appear in Autumn as follows, this being our definitive list of
shows until the end of 2006

SEPTEMBER

9/10 : TELFORD : GAUGE 0 GUILD ‘GUILDEX’
At the International Centre, close to the
centre of Telford. THE FIFTIETH
ANNIVERSARY SHOW

23/24 . LEATHERHEAD : SCALEFOUR SOCIETY

‘SCALEFORUM’ At the Leisure Centre,
on the outskirts of Leatherhead

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER

29/30/1 : MANCHESTER: MANCHESTER MODEL RAILWAY
SOCIETY’S ANNUAL THREE-DAY
EXHIBITION.
At the New Century Hall,
New Century House,
Corporation Street, Manchester,
opposite Victoria Station

718 : SHEPSHED Hind Leys Community College,
LEICESTERSHIRE Forest Street, Shepshed, near
Loughborough. New venue in

Shepshed, Leicestershire - just

minutes from M1 Junction 23

NOVEMBER

24/25/26 : WAKEFIELD : WAKEFIELD RAILWAY
MODELLERS’ SOCIETY’S ANNUAL
THREE-DAY EXHIBITION
At Thornes Park Athletics Stadium,
Horbury Road, Wakefield

DECEMBER

2/3 : BIRMINGHAM : WARLEY MODEL RAILWAY CLUB’S

NATIONAL MODEL RAILWAY
EXHIBITION At the National Exhibition
Centre, Birmingham, HALL |

MAIL MATTERS
AND THIS TIME, IT REALLY DOES!
21 AUGUST 2006

You may be aware from television commercials that, from the above
date, Royal Mail are changing the way they charge for handling mail.

Without going into intricacies - you'll be receiving a leaflet giving the full
details in the near future - it will affect how Fox Transfers sends out a
wide variety of sizes and weights of products without losing money
hand-overfist. Not a good plan.

We are still working on the details as we go to press, and these will be
publicised as widely as possible from early August - in our new Descriptive
Price Lists, on our new order forms, on our website - www.fox-transfers.co.uk
and in future issues of FoxTails.

If you intend to send us an order with payment by cheque or postal
order, please ensure you've included the correct postage and packing
charge. If you don't have them to hand, all it takes is a call to 01530
2428011245618 and this will save your order being delayed in leaving
us. Without a swingeing price rise, we cannot afford to subsidise these
costs - we want to remain as competitive as possible.



MANAGEMENT

STRIKES AGAIN

‘A QUIET WEEKEND IN THE DALES'
TURNS INTO A GATHERING OF THE
CLANS

Yes, we've got to celebrate your ‘coming of age’ properly, said Management.
This despite the fact that I'd already bored people silly by relating the
story ad infinitum of how I'd been offered my first old-age concession
precisely on the 60th anniversay of my birth.A weekend in the Dales
after we'd completed an arduous year's work and many exhibitions. Just
the ticket. Stay in our favourite pub with mountains of grub, fresh air,
superb scenery, a modicum of lubrication.And possibly even a steam-
train ride.

KEIGHLEY & WORTH VALLEY RAILWAY
UNLIKELYTO RECOVER FROM SUDDEN
INFLUX OF STRANGE PEOPLE FROM

THE SOUTH.AND THE NORTH-EAST.

AND THE NORTH-WEST AND WALES.AND...

All went according to plan on the Friday (apart from the usual
constipation - yes, | mean that most sincerely - on the M1).And on the
Saturday when we headed for Skipton (and a narrowboat ‘cruise’) and
Grassington where we had tea in the square and enjoyed the Festival
festivities before heading for the moors to take in some green and
pleasant land.

Back in Haworth, | at least was surprised to see a car parked at the
pub which | knew normally resided in Essex and whose driver was
supposed to be tucked up ill in bed. In Essex.

Then, as if by magic, our young niece appeared complete with grin. After
that, it was downhill all the way. Virtually all our family and many of our
friends, already ensconced in the snug, made their appearance. With
cake. Sunday morning saw a trip or two in the K&WVR, courtesy of
Mick and Anne Tarran.And dlighting at the smallest station in the country
- Dammems - we awaited the Keighley service, with the loco carrying
a unique adornment as can be seen in our intrepid lensman's pictures.
Again, thanks to Mick and Anne.And of course specially big thanks to
Management, who becomes more devious by the year.






