AT THE RISK OF BEING ACCUSED OF ‘BEING A LITTLE PREVIOUS'
OR 'WISHING AWAY OUR LIVES' MAY WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY
OF PASSING ON OUR

COMPLIMENTS
OF THE SEASON

TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS, SUPPLIERS AND FRIENDS WITH WHOM
WE HAVE HAPPILY CO-EXISTED OVER THISYEAR. BY A PROCESS
OF DEDUCTION,YOU WILL GATHER THAT THE NEXT ISSUE OF
FOXTAILS SHOULD APPEAR DURING JANUARY 2006.WE HOPE
AND TRUST THAT THE NEW YEAR WILL BRING CONSIDERABLY
MORE PEACE AND FEWER DISASTERSTHAN DID ITS PREDECESSOR.

LIONS GO
CYCLING

Those of you who keep an eye on these matters (probably our
customers who are waiting for us to produce certain new items) may
have noticed that our roster of brand new transfers has been a tad
on the low side this last year.Well, one person’s down side is another
person’s up side.

Quite simply, our production facilities have been largely occupied by
the printing and re-printing of Full Size items. First off was a re-print
of our British Railways coaching stock roundel - easily our most popular
transfer in this range - which adorns a good many of the prolific Mk1
coaches on the country’s preserved railways. That was on machine for
about 4 weeks.The next mega-production neatly fills a gap in our
range - the smaller 1956-design loco totem ‘The Ferret & Dartboard’
and should look well on the large number of smaller preserved locos
around. Surprisingly, even some quite large engines carried this smaller
- 30” wide - emblem. Even the BR Standard Class 4 MT 2-6-4 tank
loco, which could easily have carried the 44-inch size on its large tank-
sides.That totem, being essentially similar in date, style and number
of colours, also occupied one of our machines for a four-week spell.

As we go to press with this issue of FOXTAILS, we've just completed
the smallest of the 1950-design earlier British Railways motif, Cedric
The Cycling Lion in its 8-inch sizes, both left- and right-facing of course,
and this will be immediately followed by the large versions : they're so
big that we're having to print each in two parts. At least it will make
fitting to locos even easier!

And then it was Christmas, and New Year, and afterwards, perhaps
we'll get back to the smaller transfers. Or reprinting those which have

sold out.
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ALL CORRESPONDENCE, PLEASE,
TO FOXTRANSFERS
138 MAIN STREET,
MARKFIELD, LEICESTERSHIRE
LE67 QUX ENGLAND

SALESTELEPHONE +44(0)1530 242801

WORKS TELEPHONE +44(0)1530 245618

FAX +44(0)1530 245958

E-MAIL sales@fox-transfers.co.uk

WEBSITE www.fox-transfers.co.uk

SECURE TRANSACTIONS MAY BE CONDUCTED
ON OUR SITE. DETAILS OF OUR NEW PRODUCTS
ARE POSTED ON THE NEW RELEASES PAGES
WITHIN MINUTES OF COMPLETION OF THE
PRODUCTION PROCESS.

FOX TRANSFERS.THE GROWING RANGE OF
‘NEW WATERSLIDE' DECALS IN EIGHT SCALES
AND FULL SIZE,AND HAND-FINISHED, FINE-
ETCHED NAMEPLATE PRODUCTS IN 4mm/00

FORTHE FINISHING TOUCH
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THE SHOWS: MORE DETAILS

Below, we provide our confirmed exhibition calendar up to spring
next year, plus the provisional listing as far as the Summer holidays.

As many of you will have gathered, we are planning to dramatically
cut our exhibition commitments as from Summer 2006. Having
been ‘on the circuit’ now for some 18 years, we felt we ought to
explain, especially to our exhibition customers, why we have
come to this decision.These are just a few of our reasons.

1 : Our own product range-currently around 13,000 items, and
before long likely to hit the 14,000 - item mark - cannot be
accommodated in our van. Indeed, we have not been able to bring
our paint ranges to exhibitions for nearly four years, and with
the Bus & Road Transport ranges adding to the tally, we shall
soon be leaving more products ‘back at the ranch’ than we are
taking with us.And no, a new van is not the answer, even assuming
we had suitable parking facilities at home or at our works.

2 :The financial cost of attending exhibitions is rising
disproportionately to the prices of our goods. Fuel, B&B, stand
rental are all galloping ahead and our prices cannot to the extent
they need to in order to cover our costs. | know it's a contentious
subject with some people, but we have to make a profit to stay
in business and be able to make and supply you all with the items
you want!

3 : Our small business can no longer sustain half its team being
away on the road for around half the week everytime we go to
a show.To maintain production and admin of our current range,
as well as carry out the research and development on new
products that is necessary to further enhance the range, is work
which requires great expenditure of time, effort and concentration.
R&D behind the wheel on countless cross-country routes is
about as useful as the proverbial chocolate fireguard.

4 : Like everyone else, we're not getting any younger, and the
single-handed loading/unloading of over a tonne of payload four
times every exhibition is taking its toll on my lifting equipment.

5 :We cannot see any benefit in spending many thousands of
pounds a year transporting our products around the country
(and back) when Royal Mail (despite all the criticism) will do it
for a few pence per order.We think we're getting quite efficient
at order fulfilment and despatch (so we should with 14 years
experience) and feel that this is the way forward. If you don’t
believe us, ask your friends who have used us. Even better - give
us a trial run yourself!

NOVEMBER

12/13 : TOLWORTH
SHOWTRAIN

Tolworth Recreation Centre,
Fullers Lane North,Tolworth, Surrey.
Right on the A3! Not far from
Tolworth Tower! Open 10.00-6.00
on Saturday, 10.00-5.30 on Sunday
25/26/27 : WAKEFIELD Up the M1 and turn right. Or go by
train and ease the strain. WARMS-
Wakefield Railway Modellers Society-
will be staging their 44th exhibition,
at Thornes Park Athletics Stadium,
Horbury Road Wakefield. Open from
5.30-9.00 on Friday, 10.00-6.00 on
Saturday,10.00-5.00 on Sunday

DECEMBER

3/4 : WARLEY NATIONAL At the National Exhibition Centre

EXHIBITION Birmingham. Fox are on Stand C6
in Halls 11+12 (not as previously
advertised in Hall 1 - last year’s
venue - which is being refurbished).
We're actually in Hall 12, near the
bar! Good planning, or what?
Definitely worth a 2-day visit - you
probably will not see everything
otherwise. Open 10.00-6.00
on Saturday, 10.00-5.00 on Sunday,
Advance Ticket Holders can get in
from 9.30 each day.

10/11 : WIGAN At the Robin Park Arena and
Sports Centre, Loire Drive,Wigan
(Opposite the 1B Football Stadium)
Open Saturday 10.00-5.30,

Sunday 10.00-5.00
2006 : JANUARY

14/15 . ST ALBANS CMRA Alban Arena, St Albans.

Open 10.00-6.00 on Saturday,
10.00-5.00 on Sunday. Fox Transfers
will have their stand in the foyer as
usual.

28/29 : SOUTHAMPTON Eastpoint Centre, Burgoyne Road,
Thornhill, Southampton. Our first-
ever ‘indoor’ exhibition, dating back
a good 16-17 years. Open 10.30-
5.30 on Saturday,10.00-5.00 on
Sunday. Three halls of modelling.

FEBRUARY

4/5 . STAFFORD Stafford County Showground. It's
on the left of the A518 Uttoxeter
to Stafford road about a mile from
Stafford city centre.A return by Fox
to this dramatically

re-vamped show. Open 10.00-
6.00 Saturday,10.00-5.00 Sunday.
18/19 : HARROGATE BRM  DONCASTER MOVED!

Yorkshire Events Centre
Harrogate Showground.

Sat 10.00-5.30. Sun 10.00-5.00
Free car parking. Disabled access.
Free shuttle bus from

Harrogate Station

24/25/26 : GLASGOW MODEL RAIL SCOTLAND, organised
by the Association of Model Railway
Societies in Scotland at the SECC -
Scottish Exhibition & Conference
Centre - on Clydeside. Hall 3. Open
10.45-8.00 Friday, 9.45-6.00
Saturday,9.45-5.00 Sunday.These
times include early opening for
Advance Ticket Holders.

MARCH

18/19 : NOTTINGHAM
EAST MIDLANDS

Harvey Hadden Sports Complex,
Bilborough Park,Wigman Road,
Bilborough, Nottingham NG8 4PB

APRIL
1/2 . LONDON FESTIVAL Alexandra Palace, North London
OF RAILWAY Sat 10.00-6.00. Sun 10.00-5.00
MODELLING
15/16/17 : YORKAT EASTER The Easter Weekend provides
modellers with entertainment a-
plenty at the New Knavesmire
Stand,York Racecourse from
Easter Saturday to Monday inc.
23/24 . HEATHCOTE Hind Leys Community College,
0 GAUGE Forest Street, Shepshed, near
SPRING EVENT Loughborough. New venue in
Shepshed, Leicestershire - just
minutes from M1 Junction 23
MAY

READING THE ASSOCIATION OF LARGER
SCALE RAILWAY MODELLERS
at the Rivermead Leisure Centre,

Reading.

If you cannot attend any of these exhibitions, then, as always, you may order
by MAIL - PHONE - FAX - EMAIL OR ON OUR SECURE INTERNET SITE.
Or you may call at our works BY APPOINTMENT ONLY (WE ARE A DESIGN
AND PRINTWORKS, NOT A RETAIL SHOP) - 4 HILL LANE CLOSE, MARKFIELD
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, MARKFIELD, LEICESTERSHIRE - only a couple of
minutes from Junction 22 of the M1. Since we moved to our new home, more
and more people seem to find it preferable to call and see us rather than
waging war on the Leicester city traffic and road system. Can't say | blame
them. One reason why we moved!



THE COUNTDOWNTO
PIN DAY BEGINS NOW

A SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT TO OUR EXHIBITION
CUSTOMERS

Between now and 14 February 2006 retailers everywhere will be
joining in the fight to reduce card fraud so that after this date, all
cardholders with chip and PIN cards who forget or don’t know their
PIN number, will no longer be able to sign for purchases.

1:What do you need to do?

= Quite simply, remember your PIN number for use in card transactions
at our stand, or any other stand which accepts cards.

< If you still ask to sign in the run-up to PIN DAY, please note that
you will have to use your PIN after 14 February 2006 to make a
purchase.

< If you don't know or have forgotton your PIN, contact your card
issuer to have it supplied to you.

2:Which cardholders can still sign after PIN DAY?
« Cardholders with old-style chip and signature or magstripe cards

« Cardholders with a disability who may be unable to use a PIN Pad,
and have been issued specifically with a chip and signature card.

< Cardholders from overseas with chip and signature cards.
3:Why it pays to use PIN

< |t reduces crime - Counterfeit and lost and stolen card fraud has
been cut by a third in the first six months of this year compared to
the same period in 2004.

e |t's safer - PIN transactions shift liability for fraudulent activity away
from the retailer

e |ts easy - Chip and PIN is the most consumer friendly way of
processing transactions and is now a retail industry standard. But why
wait until after 14 February 20067 Just be safe - use your PIN now.

4: How can | get more information about chip and PIN?
= Contact you card supplier or your bank.
THE DAYS OF THE SIGNATURE ARE NUMBERED

CHRISTMAS IS A COMING...
AND NEWYEARTOO

Unless you've been hiding in a tree-house in Yucatan for the last fifty
years (no, you Bozo, it's in Central America, not on the outskirts of
Puddletown.That's in Dorset.) you know that we have Last Posting
Dates at Christmas.This means that mail received by Royal Mail by
Tuesday 20 December (this year's Last Posting Date for First Class
Mail) will be delivered by the last post before Christmas (on Saturday
24 December).

We shall be despacthing orders, by First Class Mail as usual, of course,
until three days before Christmas. Some mail is likely to be delivered
before New Year, with normal service resumed on 3 January 2006.

Please remember to use our correct address and postcode and ensure
you have included YOUR correct address and postcode on your order.
Add a return address on the back of the envelope.These apply at
ALL times, of course!

Happy New Year!

01530 242801

BY FARTHE BETTER NUMBERTO RING OUR BELL
Purely and simply because from the above number, we can operate Call
Divert when we are away from our works. The works number, being on
a multi-line system does not allow this facility. So, using 01530 242801
permits us to provide you with a better contact service even when we're
trolling around the nation’s motorway system and attending exhibitions
in far-flung parts of the country. Provided, that is, that Management is
riding shotgun and therefore legally able to answer the phone and take
down your order in real, joined-up writing.

THE EASY WAY TO ORDERING
ONLINE FROM FOX

Providing you are logged in, you can now buy items directly by following
the left navigation pages on our website.

Just click the BUY button and the item will be added to your shopping
basket.

YOU WILL NEED TO CLICK THE "BACK' BUTTON ON YOUR WEB
BROWSER TO RETURN TO THE PAGE YOU WERE VIEWING.

How to navigate our website

It is not a requirement to register your details to surf our website but
it will activate all the facilities.

Login

Firstly, you need to register your name (if you are a new user). Do this
by clicking the 'start shopping' button at the top of the page and then
hit the register tab. Or simply login with your name and password if
you have visited the site previously. This activates your shopping basket
(which will appear in the top right hand window) and allows you the
convenience of being able to add items for purchase/reference at any
time.You do not have to place an order until you wish to do so - and
any items added to your basket will remain there until you either buy
or remove them (even if you logout). Payment details are NOT stored
on the database - these have to be keyed each time you make a
purchase. Please do remember to make any alterations to address
details if these have changed as this information is stored and only
has to be keyed in once.

If you choose to go directly to our shop we recommend you have a
copy of our Catalogue(s)/Price list(s) to hand to assist you in your
search and purchase. It is possible to search for items but only an
exact match will give a successful result.

If you are unsure about the packs we have in our range we would
advise you to surf our site first to get the required references needed
for a purchase. We have over 13,000 items listed on our website
(including paints and a selection of nameplates) and so we have tried
to make it easy for you. Follow the banners in the left frame through
the Railway products and then Railway transfers. Each page then
branches off to give you a more specific selection and eventually to
individual Railway companies/sections. Once you are on your chosen
page you can then specify your modelling scale to search for the
relevant and available packs relating to your requirements. Providing
you are logged in, you can now buy items directly from these navigation
pages - just click the BUY button and the item will be added to your
shopping basket.YOU WILL NEED TO CLICK THE 'BACK' BUTTON
ONYOUR WEB BROWSER TO RETURN TO THE PAGE YOU WERE
VIEWING.

Quick Link

There is a quick link button at the head of the homepage to direct
you initially to the

Heritage (pre 1968), Modern (post 1968), Modern (post 1995 - after
privatization) and Bus & Road Vehicle sections. Once you have selected
your preference you will then see the choices available within that
group listed in the left frame.

We feel this is the most logical way of detailing such a large number
of items and hope that once you have surfed here a while that you
will agree.

CORRECT CREDIT CARD DETAILS

PLEASE ENSURE YOU PROVIDE YOUR CORRECT CREDIT/DEBIT
CARD DETAILS WHEN PLACING AN ORDER BY ANY MEANS.We
spend an increasing amount of time obtaining these - time which could
be better spent. WE NEED

1: SIXTEEN (OR MORE) - DIGIT NUMBER - THE BIG NUMBERS
AROUND HALFWAY DOWN THE CARD. 2: EXPIRY DATE.

3:VALID FROM DATE/ISSUE NUMBER (where applicable).

4:THE LAST THREE DIGITS OF YOUR SECURITY NUMBER ON THE
SIGNATURE STRIP ON THE BACK OF THE CARD




THE ‘NATIONAL’ :
WARLEY AT THE NEC.
FOXTRANSFERS ARE
ON STAND

C6

IN HALL 12

Contrary to what we published in the first 50 copies of FT20, this
year's Warley National Show is NOT in Hall 1 as the last couple of
years. Owing to refurbishment of that area, the show has been shuffled
across the site to Halls 11 and 12. MUCH MORE USER-FRIENDLY.
(HINT TO THE POWERS THAT BE!)

OK.And Fox Transfers are on Stand C6, next to the Bar - see Hall 12
plan below. No - we had nothing whatsoever to do with the layout of
the show and, hopefully, we shall be so busy that we shall not be able
to avail ourselves of the facilities! As we go to press, we are in the
middle of our final work on stock and stand equipment, not helped
by our commitment to a three-day show at Wakefield the weekend
before the NEC extravaganza.

This year, to reflect the considerable interest in the larger scales -
7mm/0, Gauge 1 and upwards - we are revamping our display panels
to try and give a better view of the whole of our range. Whilst 4mm/00
continues to be the mainstay of our railway business, a sizeable
proportion of our range is devoted to 7mm/0 and the larger scales
s0, as has been the case for many years..

0xX
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IFYOU CANNOT SEE WHAT YOU WANT ON OUR DISPLAYS - DO,
PLEASE,ASK ONE OF OUR STAND STAFF That's what we're there to
do - attend to your requirements! We just cannot display our 5,000-
plus transfer sheets and our 6,000-plus etched plates. Even if we could
afford the extra stand space, the display units required would cost us
half a dozen arms and at least as many legs!

A quick word on our display panels, which seem to confuse some
visitors.We provide a title panel to each display. Those transfer panels
in the upper half of each unit have their title panels above them, those
in the lower half have their panels below them. And sometimes we’'ll
have two panels for one subject. Whoopee!!

So, assuming you're reading this epistle before 3 December - do come
along and see us. Oh, and mine’s a pint and ‘Er Indoors’ will have a
large house red!

Title A 4

Transfers

Transfers

Title A&

This is a plan of only half the show -
DON’T FORGET HALL 11 NEXT DOOR!
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RELEASED AFTER AUGUST 2005
2mm/N Heritage

FRH 2027/25 BR Southern Region Coaching Stock Set Numbersets
(as seen on coach ends, just below the roof arch). All sets are in fours
- plus lots of spare 1s-0s. In straw for Carmine/Cream and Maroon

liveries. Smaller size £4.45

FRH 2027/35 BR Southern Region Coaching Stock Set Numbersets
(as seen on coach ends, just below the roof arch). All sets are in fours
- plus lots of spare 1s-0s. In yellow for Green livery. Smaller size £4.45

FRH 2404/35 Southern Railway Coaching Stock Set Numbersets
(as seen on coach ends, just below the roof arch. All sets are in fours
- plus lots of spare 1s-0s. Smaller size, in yellow £4.45

1:76 Bus Range

F 4000 British Rail logos and red double arrows in various sizes for
vehicles and general signage. Inc Plastikard base material £4.95

FB NLTUR1 1970s Period LT Underground sets in red £295
FB HB1 EXPRESS HORSE BOX HIRE SERVICE (for British Railways
era) £1.45

4mm/00 Heritage

FRH 4000/8" Original British Railways Tender Lettering, LNER style,
to match 3 shades of BR cabside numbering. 2 pairs of each £3.95

FRH 4000/9" Original British Railways Tender Lettering, LNER style,
to match 3 shades of BR cabside numbering. 2 pairs of each £3.95

FRH 4000/10" Original British Railways Tender Lettering, LNER style,
to match 3 shades of BR cabside numbering. 2 pairs of each £3.95

FRH 4007/10 AC Electric West Coast loco lettering and numbering
for Original livery plus 3 pairs of facsimile crests £3.45

FRH 4027/25 BR Southern Region Coaching Stock Set Numbersets
(as seen on coach ends, just below the roof arch). All sets are in fours
- plus lots of spare 1s-0s. In straw for Carmine/Cream and Maroon

liveries. Smaller size £4.95

FRH 4027/35BR Southern Region Coaching Stock Set Numbersets
(as seen on coach ends, just below the roof arch). All sets are in fours
- plus lots of spare 1s-0s. In yellow for Green livery. Smaller size £4.95

FRH 4283 Stanier Class 4 2-6-4T Mixed Traffic lining set includes
cabside numbering and power classifications £8.95

FRH 4404/35 Southern Railway Coaching Stock Set Numbersets
(as seen on coach ends, just below the roof arch. All sets are in fours
- plus lots of spare 1s-0s. Smaller size, in yellow £4.95

4mm/00 Modern

F 4000 British Rail logos and red double arrows in various sizes for
vehicles and general signage. Inc Plastikard base material £4.95

F 4213/2 Small Embellishments : 2 types of First Class window decals.

48 square format black on white; 48 square white on blue; 21 Disabled
symbols white on blue; 21 Telephone white on clear £2.95

F 4213/4 Small Embellishments : 12 each Window Stickers in red
black and white; 8 pairs Pullman Arms in black for use on toilet
windows of Mk3 Coaches; A-H rake/seat codes in black (1 pair of
each) plus silver coach letters (2 pairs of each); 12 large First Class
1s in silver; 1 pair HST Barrier vehicle branding in white; 16 each
Sleeper & Motorail coach brandings £3.95

F 4213/5 Network SouthEast Special Coach Brandings : 2 pairs each
SANDITE VEHICLE, EMU Translator Vehicle, Buffet. Network SouthEast
Blue £245

WHAT DOYOU WANT?

LET US HAVE YOUR REQUIREMENTS BY E-MAIL OR SNAIL MAIL -
NOT BY PHONE - SO WE CAN LOOK AT THE POSSIBILITIES

7/mm/0 Heritage

FRH 7027/25 BR Southern Region Coaching Stock Set Numbersets
(as seen on coach ends, just below the roof arch). All sets are in fours
- plus lots of spare 1s-0s. In straw for Carmine/Cream and Maroon
liveries. Smaller size £5.95

FRH 7027/35 BR Southern Region Coaching Stock Set Numbersets
(as seen on coach ends, just below the roof arch). All sets are in fours
- plus lots of spare 1s-0s. In yellow for Green livery. Smaller size £5.95

FRH 7075/5 2 sheets Mixed Traffic Steam Loco Lining Splasher Circles.
Grey, red, straw. Diameters from 4’ 6” to 8' 6” in 6 inch increments
£1220

FRH 7283 2 sheets Stanier Class 4 2-6-4T Mixed Traffic lining set
includes cabside numbering and power classifications £16.95

FRH 7404 /35 Southern Railway Coaching Stock Set Numbersets
(as seen on coach ends, just below the roof arch. All sets are in fours
- plus lots of spare 1s-0s. Smaller size, in yellow £5.95

FRH 7851/1-7851/8 are printed in black & comprise sets of 3-digit
numbersets to be used in conjunction with FRH 7855

FRH 7851/1 Vehicle Running Numbersets £3.95
FRH 7851/2 Vehicle Running Numbersets £3.95
FRH 7851/3Vehicle Running Numbersets £395
FRH 7851/4 Vehicle Running Numbersets £3.95
FRH 7851/5 Vehicle Running Numbersets £3.95
FRH 7851/6 Vehicle Running Numbersets £3.95
FRH 7851/7 Vehicle Running Numbersets £3.95
FRH 7851/8 Vehicle Running Numbersets £3.95

FRH 7871/1-7871/9 are printed in yellow & comprise sets of 3-digit
numbersets to be used in conjunction with FRH 7875

FRH 7871/1 Vehicle Running Numbersets £3.95
FRH 7871/2 Vehicle Running Numbersets £3.95
FRH 7871/3 Vehicle Running Numbersets £3.95
FRH 7871/4 Vehicle Running Numbersets £3.95
FRH 7871/5 Vehicle Running Numbersets £3.95
FRH 7871/6 Vehicle Running Numbersets £3.95
FRH 7871/7 Vehicle Running Numbersets £3.95
FRH 7871/8 Vehicle Running Numbersets £3.95

FRH 7871/9 Vehicle Running Numbersets and black patches £4.95

THE MODERN SCENE:
BEASTIES GO BIG

Over recent months, some members of the EWS loco fleet which have
not been re-painted in English Welsh and Scottish colours have been
branded with large yellow vinyls bearing the ‘zoo’ motif in EWS maroon.
To date, we have spotted two sizes, both on Class 60s, but the larger
Class 60 version seems to have been used also on at least one

Class 92.

We have reproduced these in 4mm/00 and 2mm/N - Pack references
are F 4977/8 and F 2977/8
respectively - and each will outfit one
Class 60 with small vinyls and either
one Class 60 or one Class 92 with the
larger version. Also included are white
Colour Intensification Patches to make
obliteration of the base graphics more
complete. These vinyls are designed,
of course, to cover the old Railfreight
Sub-Sector and subsequent Transrail/
Loadhaul/Mainline Freight markings.

Price per pack is £5.20 plus p/p.

EWS



BONT Y BERMO

A Bridge Just Far Enough!
(For a Sunday afternoon’s amble.)

BONT Y BERMO - BARMOUTH BRIDGE FROM THE PEDESTRIAN'S VIEWPOINT. OUR
TIMING WAS A LITTLE ‘OUT' FOR CATCHING ATRAIN ON THE STRUCTURE. FIVE MINUT]
LATER AND WE COULD HAVE HAD A .

CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH o 2

A GINSTERS PASTIE!

NOW YOU DON'T SEE IT..

\NHEE\_S-
MLS ONV TIES.
U DO MEFLE NG PA
NOWYOL Lo ie AM
£ OF
THE CAS!

An October break in our exhibition schedule enabled us to take a long-
promised weekend break with my brother and his wife in Snowdonia.
Arriving late on Friday (definitely not according to Plan A, thanks to a
blown headgasket) we consoled ourselves with starting the ‘touristy’
things, as my brother laughingly referred to it, on Saturday. By Sunday,
we'd decided that a walk was in order and my suggestion of taking the
air of the Mawddach Estuary was agreed upon with enthusiasm, even
though it was ‘slightly to do with railways’.We drove to Barmouth and
parked on the front with some trepidation as to whether the car would
be accessible on our return - the sand moves around a bit in these parts
as you will see if you venture westwards.

We left Management being literary on the tarmac and ambled through
the edge of town, round the harbour and up the Dolgellau road. Just past
the mouth of the tunnel which takes the railway line from Barmouth
Station out onto the Mawddach we dropped down onto the accompanying
path and through the tollgate. The main, and easily - recognisable part
of the structure, including ‘the bit that opens’ to permit the passage of
water-borne craft (although it didn't appear to have opened for some
time) is immediately adjacent to the tollgate, hard by the shore and
what passes for the deep-water channel.

The rest of the bridge is pure trestle - the bit that was found to have
been attacked by marine beasties back in the 1980s and which, for a
time, threatened the very future of this leg of the Cambrian Coast line.
We had chosen to cross at low water so, after we had passed the main
bow-string arches, the view was of little but sand. All those pictures you've
seen of this bridge striding out across the wild mouth of the Mawddach..well,
you could certainly drown in it at high water. But only just.

No trains manifested themselves. Well, it was Sunday and no, we didn't
have a timetable.And no, we didn’t put our ears to the line to get advance
notice of any sauntering multiple unit. After a few hundred yards, the
trestle ended, to be replaced by a low embankment which eventually
curved to the west and the platform of Morfa Mawddach with its bright
red bus-shelter, lamp standards, corporate signs and little else. ‘A shadow
of its former self is the phrase which most readily jumps to mind here.
Gone are the station buildings with their chalet roof, the waiting shelters
on the Barmouth-and Dolgellau-bound platforms, the platform loops,
the camping coaches the big signal box on the embankment. Only the
bushes and undergrowth seemed to flourish. At least the railheads were
shiny: trains are still running!

In 1955, that was by no means a foregone conclusion - forgetting about
what happened 10 and 30 years later. Fifty years ago, little brother and
| were on holiday in Abersoch with Mater and Pater when the railway
strike began.Yes, you've guessed it.We'd travelled by rail from Manchester
to Caernarvon and Afon Wen where we'd changed for the leg to Pwllheli
and then Abersoch.The latter part of the holiday was, to some extent,
cast into quandary as the system shut down. Apart, that is, from a handful
of lines, one of which was the Pwllheli-Ruabon line.Via Barmouth Junction,
of course. Being only 9 at this time, | remember little of the journey home
apart, that is, for a stretch of upward gradient out of Dolgellau (then
Dolgelley) towards Bala as we made our way to Ruabon and a rendezvous
with Grandfather who was due to collect us by car. Strangely for a little
boy who was probably more enthusiastic at the time about learning to
swim or ride a bike, the one easily memorable part of the journey was
sitting next to Grandad in the front of his Austin Sheerline as we ‘swept’
down the Chester By-Pass and being told ‘Don't tell your Grandma (who
was sitting in the back) but we're doing 50mph’.

JACK. SLOW DOWN' was the response from She Of Tissue-Paper Ears.

Back at the Junction-As-Was, it again occurred to me what an excellent
subject for a layout this was. Depending on available space and scale
selected, the mile or so from Barmouth in the north, with its double track
and detached bay platform used for the Dolgelley branch services to
Barmouth Junction - via the bridge - could be a real show stopper.

The return amble across the bridge was equally enjoyable. Unseasonally,
the inland vista of the Cambrian Mountains - including Cader Idris - was
impaired by haze, but this could not entirely hide the grandeur, the muted
tones of blue, green and grey.

We dropped down to the harbour beach following our return traverse.
Kicking sand and breathing deeply the salt air. Salt and diesel air. DIESEL?
Which was when the Ginsters-liveried 158 emerged from the tunnel
and ambled round the curve onto Bont y Bermo.

NEXT ISSUE,WEATHER PERMITTING:
THE SIGNAL BOX THAT MOVED.



